IESSAY. 


Towards A 


COMPREHENSION. 


— Ls - 
PERSWASIVE 
T O 


NITY amongſt PROTESTANTS. 
Humbly Offer'd 


0 1 Conſideration of the Two Houſes 
of Parliament; and eſpecially to the Moſt 
Reverend the Archbiſhops, the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops, and the reſt of the 
| pr. 5 


A The Second Edition. 


bliſh'd with the Conſent, and at the Charge, of ſe 85 
veral Miniſters, and others of both Perſwaſions. 


By a Lover of Peace and Unity. 


very Kingdom divided a gainſt iiſelf is brought 10 De- 
ſolation, and eve City: or Houſe divided againſt inſelf 
ſhall not fand, Marth. xii. 25, 

but if ye bite and devour one another, take heed thay ye 
be not conſumed one of another, Galat. . 


NDON: Printed for Fletcher Gyles, over againſt 
Gray*s-Inn, in Holborn, MDCCXIV. 
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PREFACE. 


Hen the following Papers 
were at firſt drawn up, 
they were not deſigned for Publick 
View ; and that they now ſee the 
Light, is not owing to any Value 
the Author puts upon them, but to 
the Deſires of ſome, who thought | 
they might prove uſeful for the pro- 
moting Unity and Peace in the 
| Church, and to whem, both upon 

the account of his Flteem for them, 
and the inſtances of ſincere Friend- 


ſhip he had received from them, he 


lay under ſuch Obligations as not 
to be Capable of denying their Re- 


A 2 8 : 


Ihe Preface 


queſts. What Entertainment they 
will meet with from an angry and 
contentious World, the Author is 
uncertain. They. are not deſigned 
70 be the ſubject of Debate, but as 
a means to procure in ſome mea- 

ſure the Reftoration "of our Iſracl's 
Peace : And therefore if any ſhall 
manifeſt a Temper" ſo contrary t0 
that recommended by our dear Re- 
l Aalener, as to'endeawur the heep- 
| ing - open the Churchs bleeding 
| Wounds, by. oppoſing the preſent 
[ Undertaking, he will not think him 
| ' felf obliged. 10 take notice of their 
wncharitable Diſpoſition, by turning 
this, the Defion whereof is the ad. 
dancing of our Peace, into a mat 
ter of Contention. It is enough that 

he can approve his Sincerity to the 

| Searcher of Hearts, that it is not 
If any By-Find, but the Public Good, 
which is his only Aim in Publiſh- 
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The Preface. 


ing the fo ollowing Papers; ; 4s alſo, 


that We'has an opportunity of ma- 


| nifeſting'to the World, that he is 


not of the number of thoſe who are 


devoted to a Party, but does both 


heartily wiſh, and pray for, the 
Church's Peace, and the Kingdom's 


Proſperity, which Two are ſo ; 


rablj joined together, that whatſo- 
eder ſome may fancy, they are not 


to be parted. He does not, in the 


following Diſcourſe, pretend to di- 


Gate to his Superiors: He reve- 


rences their Wiſdom, and with an 


awful Reſpect to their Commands 
ſubmits to their Authority. He 


only propoſes, with a profound Hu- 
mility, and great Regard to the 
Authority of our Rulers, what he 


thinks may be uſeful to promote our 


Common Peace and Proſperity; yet 
in this he does not preſume to Di- 


rect thoſe who fit at the Helm ei- 


ther 
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ther in Church or State, what is 
the proper Province of either as to 
this matter. It is to be hoped, that 
all will join hand in hand in the 
purſuit of a Defign which tends ſo 
much to the Publick, Good as an 
Union amongſt us muſt certainly 
do, It is therefore to our Governors 
in general, both Eccleſfi aſtical and 
Civil, that this Diſcourſe is ad: 
_ dreft. 

The Author has been long grieved 
to ſee the declining State of Neli- 
gion and Piety; his Sorrow has 
been heightned by conſidering what 
an occaſion is given by our inteſtine 
Divifuons 16 the Exemies of Religi- 
on to Blaſpheme ; as alſo how much 
the Protellant Intereſt is weakned by 
it, and the Popiſh flrengthned. He 
has long mourn d to ſee the Church s 
IWound's rankle more an more,; not- 
eee $ the healing Oyl which 
man) 


The W 


many extent Perſons have poared 
into them: He ſhould now deſpair 
of doing any Good after ſo many 
whoſe Shoes he is not worthy to un- 
looſe, have been diſappointed in At- 
tempts of this nature, did he not 
conſider that the Battel is not to 
the Strong, nor the Race to the 
Swift, bat that God has the Hearts 
of all Men in his hand, to make 
uſe of whom he pleaſeth. Should 
he fail in the Attempt, it is but 
what has happen d to others before 
him: if he ſhould ſucceed, he wi 
count it the laſting Bleſſing of his 
Life, that God has made him an 
Inſtrument, if not in altogether heal. 
ing, yet at leaſt in ſoftning the 
Church's Wounds, To conclude, 
The Cauſe which Ido now undertake 
is not the Cauſe of a Party, but of 
that Church of which our Bleſſed 
Lord i is the * and God 
the 
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The Preface; 


the Father; to him therefore, 1 com- 


mit it. If through his Mercy I ſuc- 
ceed, to his Name be the Glory: 


but if I do not, I ſhall. always pray 


that wherein ] fail, another may 
ſucceed more happily... If 1 am miſ-. 
taken in my Choice of 1 the. Expedi- 
ents propoſed for the promoting 


of Peace and Unity, yet the. \Excel- 
lency of the Deſign, and the Since. 


rity of one who declares. himſelf « 4 


Lover of all good. Men, will atone. 
it, and procure. him an eaſise par- 


don at the hands. of all C haritably, 
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VVV 
COMPREHENSION. 


N Union ameng 'Proteftancs procl. 
- ſing the fame Faith, tho? differing as 
to ſome things of leſs i importance, 
> would not only advance the Inte- 
reſt of Religion, but conduce very much to 
the welfare of the Nation. This many pious 
Men, both out of à zeal for Religion, and 
their Country, have a great while earneſtly 
deſired. There was a time, when, all Par- 
ties being in danger of being orertaken by 
the common Deſtruction, there ſeemed a ve. 
ry great diſpoſition towards ir: The Church 
ſhewed her ſelf willing to come ro ſome tem- 
per; and the Diſſenters (if ſome few things, 
they judged ſinful, might be laid aſide) ſeem- 
ed willing to comply with the preſer.c Con- 
W 85 of the Church * Peace ſake. | Had 

this 
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this Wppy Diſpoſit tion in both Pictics conti- 


nued, or had the Iron been ſtruck, while it 
had been hot, our Differences had been hap- 
pily compos d, and there had not been any 
neceſſity for this Attempt at preſent. But 
alas f no ſooner. were our Fears blown over 
by the happy Revolution, and the acceſſion 
of his Majeſty to the Throne, but the Incli- 


nations of the Contending Parties to an Uni- 


on abated. It's true, that quickly aſter the 
Revolution ſome Attempts were made to- 
wards a Comprehenſion; but notwithſtand- 
ing the advantages of a Comprehenſion, with 
a limited Toleration, the Attempt was defeat- 
ed, and the Deſign blaſted, and all ended in 
an unlimited Toleration only. This has in- 
deed skinn d over the Wound, but is far 
from healing it. The Church now thinks 
her ſelf able to preſerve her Conſtitution, 
without a Comprehenſion; and therefore 
doth not concern her ſelf to do any thing 
more, than what has been already done, for 
the Diſſenters. The Diſſenters are eaſie, and 
do not feel the ſmart of their former Proſe- 
cutions, and therefore are contented with 
the Liberty they now enjoy. Both Parties 
ſit ſecure, as tho? there were no danger. But 
is all well ? Is nothing more to be done for 
the good of Religion, and the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom? Certainly there is; we are not 


ſo ſecure, as ſome may think us to be; and 
therefore it is ſtill our Intereſt, to ſtrengthen 


our ſelves againſt whatever Attempts may be 


made to ruine our Religion, and deſtroy our 


Eure This an Union among Proteſtants 
would 


Ca 
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F 
would be one: effectual means to do: For 
what tends to the leſſening our Breaches, to 
the healing our Diviſions, tends alſo to ena- 
ble us to oppoſe the Attempts our Enemies 
may make, either to deſtroy the one, or 


Tuine the other. Let us not therefore be 


averſe to that which will be ſo real a benefit 


to Religion, and fo great an advantage to 
the Kingdom. Did our Dangers once make 
us inclinable to unite? Let it have the ſame 


effect upon us now; we are perhaps now in 
as much danger as ever. We are told from 
the Preſs, that notwithſtanding all the en- 


deavours uſed to prevent the growth of Po- 
pery amongſt us, the Papiſts hope they ſhall. 


get it eftabliſhed ſtill, and boaſt that there is 


nothing in the way to the accompliſhment of 


their deſign, but the Life of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty; And how) much has their hope been 
heighrned by the irreparable loſs of the 
Duke of Glouceſter ? It is indeed to be hopd 
that their Predictions will prove falſe, and 
that God, who has hitherto baffled all their 


Attempts and Deſigns againſt us, will ſtill be 


the Guardian of England, to preſerve us 
from the Violence of thoſe bloody Men; but 
yet their Confidence ought to make us 
watchful againſt them, by taking thoſe pru- 
dent Methods, which may be:moſt beneficial 


to us, and diſadvantageous to them. As 


therefore the noble Attempts of the laſt Par- 
liament to ſecure us againſt them, gave Life 


to theſe Thoughts; ſo it is to this Court, the 


Honour and Safety of the Engliſh Nation, we 


look for Security ftill, by their purſuing this 
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Deſign, which ows its Life and Original to 
their Zeal for the Security of the Proteſtant 


Religion among us. We beſeech you, Mer, 


Brethren and Fathers, by all that is dear and 


ſacred to you, either as Lovers of Religion or 
your Country, conſider how. neceflary it is 
in this juncture of affairs, by all means poſ- 


ſible to twiſt, as much as may be, the diffe- 


ring Intereſts of the Kingdom into one; 


what an Advantage the effecting this Union 
will be to the Intereſt of Religion and Eng- 


land; how much it will add to . Glory of 


His Majeſty, to have it accompliſhed in his 


time; how much it will be the Honour of 


this Parliament, thereby to heal our Breach- 
es. Will not after Ages, when they remem- 
ber your Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Churches Peace, riſe up and call 
vou Bleſſed? When we conſider theſe things, 
we cannot but hope that thoſe will clieriſn 
this Deſign, who gave Life to it; and that 
they will not ſtifle in the Birth, what owes 
its Conception to them. 

- There are three things attempted i in $26 


following Pa pers. 


1. There are ſome Reaſons ee to 


| | ſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of at- 


tempting this Work of healing our Breaches 
by a Comprehenſion. 5 

2. What may be fairly objected a; it, 
is im partially conſidered and diſcuſſed. 

3. Some Methods are propoſed, which 
may, by the bleſſing of God, be uſeful for 
the effecting this Union. But if in this Part 

we ſhould ſeem too . in the _— 

: he's fluals 
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fals offered; and thereby⸗to preſume to d ickate 

to our Superiors; ; we beſeech the Reader to 
conſider, that we utterly diſclaim any ſuch 
thing; we only lay down there what, by 
Converſe with Men and Books, we find is 
generally excepted againſt by the Diſſenters, 
and do humbly propoſe what we believe 
would be moſt ſatis factory to them. We have 
indeed added the Reaſons offered by the 
Church. men for, and by the Diſſentets againſt 
the things excepted againſt, that by ſetting 
things in this light, our Superiors, whoſe Wil- 
dom we admire, and to which we intirely 
ſubmit, may judge the better of the Deſires 
of the Diſſenters, whether it be reaſonable to 
gratifie them in the things they except againſt, 
or no. There might be many Reaſons ur- 
ged, toſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity 
of this Union; but we ſhall confine our ſelves 
to theſe following. 

I, Now, if ever, zs the time of Helbing and 
compaſſing this Union. It was a current Opi- 
nion among ſome of the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers, That there is a Golden and Critical 
Moment in every Man's Life, which if he be 
wiſe to lay hold on, may be to his benefit 
and advantage during his abode on this fide 
the Grave; but that if he let this ſlip, it might 
never return any more. To apply this to 
the Caſe in hand: This ſeems to be the criti- 
cal time of effecting and bringing about this 
Union; we have now a King ſitting at the 
Helm, who is diſpoſed to concur with us in 
every thing that may be for our good, and 
Whoſe Glory it ſeems to be, That he is the 


B3 great 
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great Support and Defence (under God) of 


the Proteſtant Religion ; and who therefore, 


we have reaſon to hope, would-concur with 
the Kingdom, in a matter ſo beneficial to the 
good thereof, and ſo neceſſary for the pro- 
moting and ſtrengthening the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt among us. To this I may alſo add, 
That as it doth appear by the Law paſſed the 
laſt Seſſion againſt the Papiſts, that our Su- 
pream Court of Legiſlature did then conſiſt 


of worthy Men, who were concerned for the 
Intereſt of Religion; whoſe concurrence 
therefore we had reaſon to expect in ſo good 
a Work as this; ſo we hope, that the num- 
ber of theſe worthy Patriots will not be di- 
miniſhed but much increaſed in the approach - 
ing Parliament. We have alſo now in the 


Church a Bright Conſtellation of Stars of the 


firſt Magnitude, Men of Renown for God, 
famous in their day for Piety, Learning and 
Moderation, whoſe Lives are the Tranſcript 
of the Word they preach, who are in emi- 


nent Stations in the Church, and ſo in a ca- | 


pacity to forward and promote an Union. 
There is now Peace abroad, and therefore 
Leiſure, at home to ſet about it. Can we e- 
ver wilh for a more favourable Conjunction 


of happy Circumſtances for its effecting, than 


now there is? This is therefore the moſt fa- 
vourable Juncture, that can be put into our 
Hands, for the accompliſhing this great Af- 


fair. Bur if we Jet this Opportunity flip, 


we know not whether ever we may have a- 
nother ſuch put into our Hands. And how 
long this may laſt, we know not; the King's 

4 ＋•z:ö „ Breath 
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Breath is in his Noſtrils, and when He is 
dead, we know not who may come after. 
For tho it is to be hoped, that the preſent - 
Branches of the Royal Family have ſeen fo 
much of the miſchief of out preſent and paſt 
Diviſions, that they would endeavour to 
compoſe our Breaches; yet if we conſider the 
uncertainty of Humane Life, and other Cir- 
cumſtances, it is no way fafe to delay the ac- 
compliſhing this work to atiother Reign: for 
if we ſlip our preſent Opporcunities, we may 
hereafter repent it, when it is too late. Poſt 


WR ag 


kindled and fomented the Flames of Diviſion 
continually among us. I think it might be 
eaſily manifeſted, that the Papiſts have been 
at the bottom of all thoſe Diviſions, which 
have, and ftill do waſte and weaken the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms. By this 
means, what they cannot do, either by the 
force of Arms, or dint of Argument, they 
are in hopes to accompliſh by our own inteſ- 
tine Diviſions. They know the advantage of 
acting by that Maxim, Divide ; and Rule, 
3 4 They 
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They know there is nothing: can undermine 
the Reformation, like that. Tho' they for- 


bid their Followers to conſult the Scriptures, 


yet in this they conſult them themſelves ;. for 
we find they are not unacquainted with our 


'Saviour's Politicks, who has told us that a 


Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. 
It therefore our Differences and Diviſions a- 
mong our ſelves are ſo very advantageaus to 


the Popiſh Deſigns of ruining the Proteſtant 


Religion, and are the great Engines by which 
they are endeavouring toaccompliſh this their 
Helliſh Contrivance ; then certainly it is an 
Union among our ſelves, that alone can moſt 


effectually diſappoint and baffle them. Let 


us make what Laws we will againſt them, 
we ſhall never root out that reſtleſs Genera- 
tion of Men from among us, unleſs we unite 
among our ſelves : for ſo long as they can 
crumble us into pieces, they will be ſtill ho- 
ping, that at laſt the happy Juncture will 


come, when, weakned by our own Difſentj- 


ons, they ſha!l totally deſtroy that Intereſt, 
which they have already divided. What can 
therefore be done half fo effectually for the 


ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, as to u- 


nite us? This is what they are moſt afraid 
of; this is the thing they are uſing their ut- 
moſt endeavours to prevent. This is what 
alone can make us formidable to the Papiſts, 
and which will blaſt their hopes for ever. 
This is therefore what every zealous Prote- 
ſtant ſhould endeavour after, and pray for 
xbe e of. 
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387 his Union will be a great means of com- 
25 59 "the Civil Differences and Factions, 
"Which do continually wex and diſturb the State. 
Factions in the State, have yery often their 
riſe from Factions in Religion; and if they 
have not always their riſe from chem, yet ve · 
ry often they are heightened by them. _ Dif- 
ferences in Religion make Men jealous and 
afraid of one another; and fear of each other 
naturally produces Cruelty to each other. 
The Church is afraid of being undermined 
by the Diſſenters, and therefore they think it 
their Prudence to keep them under; the Dif. 
ſenters are afraid of the Church, that they, 
if it were in their power, would deprive them 
of the Liberty they now enjoy to worſhip 
God according to the Dictates of their own 
Conſciences, and therefore they think it their 
Prudence to do what they can to curb and 
leſſen their Authority, or even quite to over- 
throw it. From theſe Counter-deſigns of the 
differing Parties, proceed very often State- 
actions: For, on the one hand, the Church 
uſeth her Authority to cruſh thoſe, who ſhe 
believes are endeavouring to undermine her ; 
and on the other hand, the Diſſenters are u- 
ſing their Artifices to ward off the blow, and 
ſecure themſelves, or perhaps to return it if 
they have opportunity. By theſe counter- 
actings of the. two differing Factions, the 
State is very often imbroiled and weakened. 
If therefore between thele two Parties there 
could be any agreement, if there were ſound, 
any common Baſis in which they might cen- 
fer, all choſe Broils, which arg occalioned in 


the 
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the State by theſe Breaches and Diviſions, 
would be prevented. Then the Diſſenters 


would not be aftaid of the Church-men, nor 
the Church-men of the Diſſenters, for that 
they would be cemented into one Body; and 
what a mighty ſtrengthening this would be 
fo the State, I leave to the Judgment of any 
one tolerably verſed in Politicks. | 


4. This Union would promote that further 


Profect of a Civil Union with Scotland. This 


i a Project, which has as often miſcarried hi- 


therto, as it has been attempted. I do not 


pretend to determine, whether ſuch an Uni- 


on will be of advantage to the Kingdom, or 
No; I love not to meddle with things bey ond 
my Sphere, I therefore leave the determina- 
tion of this to thoſe, who underſtand this 
matter better than (I confeſs) I do; but in 
cafe ſuch an Union be deſigned, and will be 


advantageous to us, there is nothing like to 
make the Attempt ſucceſsful, ſo much as an 


Union in Religion among our ſelves. There 
are three things neceſſary to incorporate two 


People, That their King, Laws and Religion 


ſhould be rhe ſame; where any of theſe are 
different, or diſtinct, it will prove almoſt im- 
poſſible to incorporate two People any other 
way than by ſubduing the one to the other 
by conqueſt. A difference in any one of 
theſe three things will render all Treaties of 
Union ineffectual. Now in reſpect of the 


preſent ſtate of the two Kingdoms of England 


and Scotland, they have the ſame King, and 


have ſo had for the ſpace of almoſt an hun- 


dred Years ; there is therefore no hindrance 
5 2 | ? i of 
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of this Union can ariſe from thence. As te 
the Laws of either Kingdom, what diffi- 
culties may ariſe from thence to the hin- 
drance of this Union, and the Means to ob- 
viate them, I leave to the Lawyers to conſi- 
der. But yet, as I ſuppoſe, the Laws of 
both Kingdoms 'are grounded upon Juſtice 
and Right Reaſon, and therefore in reſpect 
of their Equity, and the Juſtice of them, are 

ſubſtantially the fame; ſo IT believe the Dif- 
_ ficulties, ariſing from this Diverſity in the 
Laws, may be ſurmounted by the ſtrenuous 
Endeavours of the Learned in the Law in ei- 
ther Kingdom. The great difficulty, that will 
therefore lie in the way of this Union, when- 
ever attempted, will ariſe from the difference 
of Religion in either. Tho both Kingdoms 
are Proteſtants, and their Faith and Religion 
ſubſtanrially the ſame; yer the Diſcipline and 
Modes of Worſhip in either Kingdom are 
different ; and this will render all Treaties of 
Union very difficult, if not impoſſible to be 
effected, unleſs ſome expedient be found out 
to compoſe and heal this mighty difference: 
for Men have a greater regard to, and gene- 
rally are fonder of their particular Diſcipline 
and Rites, than their common Faith. The 
only way to heal this difference, will be by 
uniting (if poſſible) both Churches ; and the 
way to this Union, is an Union among our 
ſelves : For if the Church of England opens 
her Arms ſo wide, as to embrace and re- 
cceive into her Communion all thoſe reaſona- 
ble and pious Perſons, who now ſeparate 
from her, as ſcrupling fome things ſhe en- 
{x woes 1 | —4—4 
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joyns her Members; ; it may be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed. that then the Church ol Scotland 
may be brought to comply alſo' with her 
Terms, ſeeing the Reaſons why the Church 
of Scotland ditfers from. that of England, are 
much the ſame with choſe which the Diſſen- 
ters in England alledge againſt Communi- 
on with her. And if once an Union in Diſ- 


cipline and Worſhip, between the two 


Churches of England and Scotland, were ef- 
ſected, it would be a very great ſtep to a Ci- 

vil Union and Incorporation of the two Peo- 
ple. Tho? if ſuch an Union ſhould not be 
thought advantageous to us, or if the Attempt 
made for this Union in the State ſhould fail, 

it would be a very great advantage to the 
Church of England, if (for a few alterations 
in .her Worſhip and Diſcipline) by. the ac- 
compitſhment of ſuch an Union betwixt the 
two Churches, ſhe could gain ſuch a great 
enlargement of her Borders. But if this nei- 
ther ſhould þe the effect of her Condeſcenſi- 
on; yet it will be to our everlaſting Honour, 
that we in England have thus manifeſted 
our willingneſs, not only to give Satisfaction 
to our weak Brethren at home; but alſo to 
come to ſuch a temper; as may be a fit 
Foundation for a more intimate Union be- 
twixt the two Siſter Churches, between 
whom the diſtance at preſent is ſo wide. 


5. An Union at Home, may further and ad- 


dance an Union between the Lutheran and 


Calviniſt Churches abroad. Small Beginnings | 
have ſometimes had very conſiderable Ef- 


fe ts: And who knows, but that if we here 


would 
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would but ſet the Example, God might bleſs 
us in England with being the firſt Beginners 
of a Catholick Union among all Proteſtants? 
What an Honour this would reflect upon the 
Church of England, to be, by her own Ex- 
ample, the Promoter of the Univerſal Peace 
of Iſrael; I leave others to judge. But tho 
this ſhould not be the conſeguence of this 
Union here, yet certainly the Reproach of 
being unable to heal her own Breaches wou'd 
be done away, and the Church of England, 
whoſe Glory is now ſullied by the Defection 
of ſo many of her Members from her, would 
then be the Honour of Chriſtianity, and the 
Glory of the Refor mation: She would then 
ſhine by her on luſtre, and would reſemble 
the City of God above, while that ſhe ap- 
peared to be indeed the Pattern of Primitive 
Purity and Charity: She might then juſtly 
challenge to her ſelf the Umpirage and Arbi- 
tration of the Differences abroad. It was a 
cutting Reply which was once made by a 
foreign Divine to a Divine of our own 
Church, who now very worthily fills one of 
the Sees thereof, who, when he was preſſing 
with all the Topicks he could make uſe of 
to that purpoſe, an Union between the Lu- 
therans and Calwiniſts, as neceſſary on many 
accounts, was took up with this ſharp Reply, 
That be wonder d much to ſee a Divine of the 
Church of England preſs That ſo much upon 
him, when we, notwithſtanding the Dangirs we | 
were in, could not agree our own Differences. 
*Ler the Church of England (ſays he farther) 
heal her own Breaches, and then all the reſt 4 
_ N | Fd 


( 
the Reformed Churches will with great reſpect 
admit of her Mediation to heal theirs, What 
a tendency to Peace abroad, might the be- 
_ ginnings of Peace here at home have ! Oh 
that God would enlighten and direct us, that 
we might be diſpoſed to Peace and Union ! 
There is nothing could reflect more Glory on 
our Church, than this; there'is nothing can 
poſſibly raiſe and advance her Repuration, 


among the Reformed Churches abroad, 


more than this. | 
6. An Union among al ſober Pe! reaſptiable 
| Chriftians,' would in a great meaſure prevent 
thoſe Soul-damning Errors of the Deilts and 
Socinians, hereby Religion as undermined, and 
the Faith of the Church endangered. Ir is a 
mournful Conſideration, That! in a Nation, 
Which profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, 


damning Errors and Hereſies, fo inconſiſtent 


with Chriſtianity as thoſe of the Socinians and 
Dei? are, ſhould grow and ſpread ſo faſt a- 


the People. It is eaſie to diſcern in 


whe Ground theſe Weeds grow. Thar theſe 
deftructive Errors, ſo prejudicial to the Souls 
of Men, and diſhonoyrable to the Proteſtant 
Religion profeſt by us, are propagated by 
the Papiſts, will appear to any who doth but 
conſider the Nation and Stock from whence 
the great Patron of the Socinian Cauſe is de- 

ſcended. I am credibly informed, that by 
Nation he is IViſh, and by Stock Popiſh.” For, 
that his Mother was a Papiſt, I was informed 
by thoſe who liv'd in the ſame Family where 
he converſed, tho' under a Diſguiſe for a con- 


fiderable time; bur yet under that REO 
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he acknowledged as much to the Family as 1 
have aſſerted concerning him. By the way 
therefore, I think it as reaſonable, that this 
Betrayer of the Faith of the Holy Jeſus 
( whoſe Tenets are ſo pernicious, and whoſe 
Doctrines are thus oppoſite to the Faith of 
the Reformed Churches, whoſe Deſcent is 
ſo certainly Popiſh, if he himſelf be not, as 
many are apt to think, a Papiſt in Orders) 
ſhould be made an Example of Publick Juſtice 
as well as thoſe who openly profeſs the Ro- 
miſh Faith : He deſerves it more than theſe, 
in as much as a ſecret Foe is more dangerous 


than an open Enemy. Thus we ſee, that | 


thoſe who dare not directly, under a Prote- 
' ſtant Government, ſet up for Popery, do by 
indirect corruptions of our Faith openly en- 
deavour to obtain their End. From whence; 
by the way, we may learn, That while we, 
by our Diviſions, are eager to weaken our 
ſelves, the Papiſts are not aſleep; bur, lay- 
ing hold of every opportunity to ruine us. 
As theſe Opinions are propagated by the Pa- 
piſts, ſo we, by our Animoſities and Conten- 
tions with each other, give them fit oppor + 
tunities of ſpreading their pernicious Do- 
ctrines; to which purpoſe, they are daily 
improving the Toleration of Tender Conſci- 
ences againſt us all. And what Opportuni- 
ties do we put inta their hands to make the 
beſt advantage of their time? For, While we 
ſhould. be 'defending the Common Faith a- 

gainſt the common Underminers of it, every 
one is engaged in the Defence of his own Te- 
nets againſt choſe of his Brother, tho it may 


be 


(16) 
be they are not worth the defendi ing; and in 
the mean time the Defence of the Common 
Faith lies neglected. 1 can compare our 
Caſe to nothing but a Town on fire, where 
while every one is endeavouring (not to ex- 
tiaguiſi the Fire which burns the Town, but) 
to ſave his own Houle, the whole is conſu- 
med. Thus Chriſtians, while they are every 
one maintaining their own unneceſlary Te- 
nets, neglect the Defence of the Common 
Faith, until they are all in danger of being 
| overtaken by, and involved in the Common 
Deſtruction, brought upon us by thoſe Un- 
derminers of if. If ever we would avoid the 
Miſchiets which our inteſtine Diviſions will 
certainly bring upon us, if not prevented by 
our own Prudence; if ever we would cruſh 
theſe growing Errors, and diſappoint thereby 
the Deſigns of our Enemies; we muſt come 
to an Union and Agreement among our 
ſelves, If we were once united, and the 
petty Differences among us laid aſleep, we 
ſhould better obſerve our Oppoſers, and be 
more at leiſure to defend our Faith: Till 
ſuch an Union be effected, our Religion can- 
not be ſafe, but we ſhall continually be ex- 
poſed to the Aſſauſts of our Enemies. I wiſh 
therefore we may ſee the Neceſſity of Uniting 
before our Diviſions have ſo far weaken'd us 


that an Union among us wil be of no advan- 


tage to us. 


7. An Union among all pious Chriſtians O's 


very much facilitate the Work of Reformation a- 
mong us. The debauching rhe Manners of 
Men, is another Artifice whereby the Papiſts 
£ are 
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are endeavguring to ruine and deſtroy or | 


Religinn. They know, that the way t 
make Men of any Relig gion, is, firſt to ane 
them of none. I make St 


ners, Which now we have cauſe to lament 
and. bewail, and which is almoſt A too 


ptavation 1 of our be the Vage 93770 f 


wort Advantage over our Religion; „ 
reby they have matter afforded for the re- 


proaching the Proteſtant Religion, as a Sink 


of Uncleanneſs and all manner of Immorali- 
ty; hereby alſo Men are diſpoſed to enter- 
tain Popery, whenever it ſhall obtain the 


Aſcendency among us: for when Men are 


once unhinged from every Religion, they are 


qualified for the embracing” that Religion 


which ſhall be uppermoſt. To diſappoint 
and defeat therefore the Enemies of our Re. 
ligion, in their hopes ariſing from either of 
theſe. Advantages, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that the Practice of Religion ſhould be encou- 


raged among us. There are indeed great At- 
tempts made to effect this difficult and almoſt 
inſurmountable Work; and God has bleſſed 


the Endeavours that have been uſed to bring 


it to ſome Perfeftion, wonderfully : This is 


(as a worthy Divine lately obſerved) the 


only thing almoſt that looks with a proſpe- 
rous Aſpect upon us. But tho there are ma- 


ny ende uſed with Succeſs to bring 
about this Reformation among us; yet the 
ans Oe 


doubt, but that 
mach of that univerſal Deptavation of Man.” 
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one thing needful is ftifl wanting, wiz. An 
Union among ſerious Chriſtians. So long as 
there are Contentions among good Men a- 


bout Trifles, there will be thoſe who, be. 
cauſe there are Differences in Religion, will 


believe there is no Religion; who therefore 
will live as they lift, I confeſs it is no good 
Argument, that becauſe there are Differences 


in Religion, therefore there is no Religion: 
This is as tho', becauſe as to all the particu- 
lar Circumſtances of the Nature of any one 


thing in the World no two Men perhaps in 
the World are univerſally agreed, that there- 
fore there is nothing at all in the World. It 
ſhould rather be an Argument, That becauſe 
there, are ſo many Diſputes about it, there 
muſt be therefore ſome ſuch thing as Religi- 
on: Ignoti nulla cupido. But yet tho this Ar- 
gument is not conſequential and good, yet it 
is an Argument that by Experience is fond 
to be very powerful in ſwaying the corrupt 
Minds of Men. If therefore we would take 
off the Prejudices of Men againſt Religion, 


we muſt lay aſide our Heats, and compoſe 


our Differences: Unity is the only way to re- 
form us effectually, and with ſucceſs. Did 
good Men but conſider how many bad Men 
their Differences make, they would be care- 
ful how they rend the ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt 
Js y. So miſchievous are Differences, that 
mall Truths ſhould not divide us eaſily. If 
we underſtand it of Truths not neceſſary, 
that was a noble Say ing of Eraſmus, Adeo in- 
wiſe ſunt mihi diſcordiæ, ut veritas etiam con- 


tentioſa diſpliceat. I hate Diſcord fo much, 


that 
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that Truth it {elf diſpleaſes me when. it me 
| ge of Contention. 


8. I is. the Intereſt. of all Parties, 7 an 
Union ſhould, upon reaſonable terms, be made be- 
tween the Church. men and the ſober Diſſemers. 
J have often admired, that what | is ſo much 
every. body's Intereſt, has been ſo much, and 


by ſo many, oppoſed. I knou no Perſon, 
but the Papiſt, whoſe Intereit it is not to 


promote, but oppoſe - this Union. That | 
therefore it has heen hitherto prevented, "a 
not becauſe; it interferes with the Intereſt of 

any Party of Prateſtants; but, becauſe it in- 
tet ſeres with the Popiſh intereſt: Theſe are 
the Men, ho by their Artifice and Cunning 


| e with too great Succeſs divided 


Had we but known, either hat is che 
19 of Religion, or what is our own In- 


terelt; ye ſhould not have fe long continued 


to maintain and keep, up ons Differences, bur 
ſhould have compoſed chem long e're this. 
10 illuſtrate! this Reaſon more fully to the 
pacity of every Man, I ſhall evidence it to 


| be the ſpecial Intereſt, nor only of the 
Church in general, but of the Nobility. and 


Gentry in particular; as alſo of the Diſſen- 
ters, to join their Endeavours jointly to pro- 
Ace and bring about this Union. Fw 
1. It is the great Intereſt of the Church- 
55 that this Union ſhould be effected. By 
this Addition of her now ſeparated Brethren, 
her Beauty and Strength would be much en- 
creaſed. It is with the Church as with a 
piece of Architecture, the larger the Founda- 
tions are laid, the more magnificent and 
1 ſtrong 


(20). 
ſtrong te Superſtructure is like to be, There 
is nothing can render the Church more for- 
midable to her Enemies, or fafe againſt cheir 
Attempts, than an Union” among all ſober 


Proteſtants; by this means her Diviſons, 


which give. ſuch a great Advantage to her 


Enemies, will be bealed, and her Borders 


-enlarged, by the Addition of a Society of 
Men who are zealous for the Proteſtant 
Faith, and (if the Church were but better 
acquainted with them) wobld be found to 
be capable of defending her againft all thoſe 
Errors with which the is on every fide at- 
tack'd, and who would therefore join hear- 


tily in 'her Defence againſt the Oppoſitions 


of Papiſts and others. I am fattsted that if 
both ſides were but better acquainted, or did 
but kno each other better, there would 
not be that Averſion to Unity hich has hi- 
therto appeared too much on both ſides. I 
is Prejudice, and Ignorance” of each 80 


Diſpoſitions, doth on both fides keep open 


the Breach, to the great 3 of the 
Church, and weakning the Froteſtant In- 

rereſt 1 
2. As it is the great Imeren of the Church 
In general, ſo in a ſpecial manner is it the 
Iieref of the Nobility and Gentry, that this 
Union ſhould be effected. In the Safety and 
Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion doth 
conſiſt that Security which Theſe have for a 
great part of their Eſtates; which they muſt 
certainly part with, it 'ever Popery ſhould 
get the upper hand among us. It was 
eſteem d a great piece of Policy in Henry the 
| 2 
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: Fighth, to divide the Church-Lands among 


the Nobilicy and Gentry : this indeed I never 


look'd on as an effect of the Policy. of that 


Prince, but rather of his laviſh and profuſe 
Temper; but whether it were from the one 
or the other, I confeſs, that under God it 


has been the great Security of the Proteſtant 


Intereſt among us. Now. it is the Intereſt 
even. of thoſe, who have no regard either 


to the Good of the Church, or the Salvati- 
on of their Souls, out, of a regard to their 


Eſtates, to defend and maintain the Prote- 


ſtant Religion; becauſe if char is overturned 


among us, they muſt part with a very con- 
ſiderable part of their Eſtates to the former 
Proprietors, of them. We all know the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the Church of 


Rome too well, to believe that if once they 


recover our Churches, they will patjencly 

permit us to enjoy thoſe Lands, without di- 
ſturbance, which did once belong to their 
Churches, and of which, in Right of them, 
they were then the Poſſeſſors. 103 if a Re; 
ſtitution of theſe muſt be made by the pre- 
ſent Owners, What an Eclipſe this will be 


to that Grandeur and Plenty which our 


Gentry are the Poſſeſſors of, 1 leave to thoſe 
to judge, who cenſider that before the Re- 
formation one Third part of the Profits of 
our Lands did belong to the Church. If 

therefore theſe would effectually ſecure their 
Eſtates, they muſt ſecure the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ; for the Intereſt of the one, and of 


the Aber, are inſeparably joined: And if e- 


yer they would ſecure the Proteſtant Reli- 


C 3 gion 
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on from the Attempts of Papifts, and there. 
dy fecure their Eſtates, they muſt unite the 

Proſeſſors of it: for, in the Union of theſe 
doth confiſt the Strength of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in Eng land, and by conſequence the 
Security of the Riches aud Grandeur of ou 
Gentry. In a word, it is ſo far the Tntere 
of Theſe that this Utnon Thould be accom- 
pliſhed, char until this be effected, neſther 
our Religion, nor their Eſtates, can be ſrcure 
from the reftleſs Endeavours of the Paplſts. 
3. It is in a ſpecial manner the Intereſt of 

the Diſſenters, that there ſhould be an Union 
effected between the Church- men and Fbem. 
Now, at moſt, they are but tolerated; they 


live at beſt but precariouſly, upon the uncer- 


tain Bounty of their Benefactors; and there- 
fore are neceſſarily obliged to be ſubject to 


the peeviſh Humours of every fretful Perſon 


who has either a Power or Will to raiſe Par- 
ties or Factions amongſt them. But if chis 


Union were effected, they would then be · 


come a Part of the preſent 'Eſtabliſhment ; 
they would have a certain and legal Mainte- 
nance; they would not then have ſuch à De- 
pendance upon the People for it; and rhere- 
fore would be capable of a freer Exercife of 
their Miniſtry than now they are; they need 
not then be afraid of diſpleaſing every cap- 
tious Temper, but might with a greater free- 
dom reprove'the Immorality of their Audi- 
D OT 
9. 7h Union is feiſible, and eaſie to be ef- 
fected. There is nothing wanting but a peace- 
able Diſpoſition in the ſeveral Parties con- 
5 : cerned, 
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cerned, to effect and accompliſh it. What 


is it chat diyides us? It is no fundamental 
Article of Faith, of neceſſary Duty of Reli- 


gion ; we have all the ſame God, the ſame 
Saviour, the ſame Faith, che fame Baptiſm, 


the ſame Bible; we diſagree. about nothing 
that is neceffary. to Religion : All the Diffe- 
rence which has ſo. long divided us, is only 

abour ſome Modes of Diſcipline and Wor- 
ſhip, which are not by either Side eſteemed 
neceſſary either to the Being or well-ordering 


of the Worſhip of God; about ſome little 


Things, which by one Side are accounted in- 
different, by the other Side unlawful, or at. 


leaſt inexpedient. What a little matter There. 1 


fore is required to unite and heal all our 
Breaches? Only the Alteration of a ſew un- 
neceſſary Things, which che one Side cannor 
(as they pretend) comply with for fear of 
offending God, as judging, them unlawful ; 

whereas the other ſide look upon them as 
things indifferent, which they may retain. or 


aboliſh at their Pleaſure, without any Offence 


againſt God, which therefore they may upon 
this occaſion part with without offering any 


violence or weong to their Conſciences. And 


if ever theſe things, which are alterable in 
their Nature, and diſputable as to their Law- 


fulneſs, are according to their Nature to be 
altered, it is now, when the Common Cauſe 


of Religion, and the Union of the Church, 
doth ſo much call for it. 
Thus have I given ſeveral Reaſons, why 
an Union among all ſober and reaſonable Pro- 
teſtants is abſolutely 3 for the Good 
C4 of 
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ol the Church atd Incereſt-of” een 1 
proceed now, according to the Method I 
propoſed, to conſider what is, or may, with 
any pretence of Reaſon, be alledged by any 
againſt it. This 1 ſhall the more willingly 
do, that by this means a matter of ſo great 
Concernment for the Benefit and Advantage 
of Religion, may be ſer in its true and proper 
Light. In performing this part of the Work, 
1 ſhall (laying aſide all Prejudice and Par- 
tiality, the great Enemies to naked Truth) 
propoſe what is or may be objected againſt 
the Neceſſity of this Union, in its ful force 
and ſtrength. 


Obje. C It may * s be pleaded by 
She! that it is oth aps Church to con- 
deſcend fo far, as to court ſuch ſactious Sepa- 
ratiſts as the Diſſenters are to an Union' with 
her; That it is the Duty of her ſtubboin and 
rebellious Sons to return to their Obedience, 
by complying with the innocent and lau- 
N uſtoms of their Holy Mother; That 
for the Church to forego her Rites and Ce- 
remonies to pleaſe a few factious Perſons, 
who will never be quiet, but are like the 
_ troubled Seas, which continaally'/are caſting 
up Mire and Filth, is ro expoſe her Autho- 
rity to Contempt, and to make her vile and 
deſpicable ; That the only way to maintain 
the Honour and Grandeur of the Church, is 
to maintain her Authority over her Mem- 
bers, and to defend her Rites — all Op- 


Poets. Dr 
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- Reply. There are ſeveral things contained 
in this Objection fit to be conſidered: as, 
That it is the Duty of Chriſtians to ſubmit to 
the innocent ahd commendable Cuſtoms of 
that Church of which they are Members; 
and, That ir is neceſſary that the Authority 
of the Church ſhould be maintained: That 
at leaſt one way to maintain that, is to de- 
fend her Rites: and Ceremonies againſt Op- 
poſers: That the Diſſenters are factious, and 
but few; and, That it is beneath the Church 
to condeſcend ſo far, as to court them to an 
Union with her. Theſe, 1 think, are. all 
thoſe things which are of any weight or mo- 
ment in the Objection: All which rhereſors 
I ſhall in their order conſider. . 
PL ow that it is the great Duty of eve- 
ry Chriſtian, in his place, to preſerve the 
Peace of that Church of which he is a Mem- 
ber, by a Submiſſion to the innocent and lau- 
dable Cuſtoms thereof. No Man ought need- 
leſly to violate the Church's Peace by a cauſ- 
leſs Separation from her upon the Account of 
the Rites of that Church whereof he is a 
Member. Tho? I cannot allow a cauſleſs Se- 
paration, as ſuch, to be, in the proper and 
tric Signification of the W. ord, a Schiſin ; 
yer, I cannot but look upon it as a Sin of a 
more Scarlet- dye than that of Schiſm is, be- 
cauſe the evil thereof is more heinous, and 
of a greater extent, He chat doth, withour 
à Joſt Ground for it, rend the ſeamleſs Coat 
4 Chriſt, ſinneth greatly againſt God. A 
Man ought to be very well ſatisfied that the 
Sounds — which be doth it arg Fab 
a bie, 


(26) 
able, before he withdraws himſelf from the 
Communion of a Church. Sams _indifferenc 


Rites are no Juſtifiabls Grounds of a Separa- 


tion. Every Church has its Rites, which are 
innocent in themſelves, and necefiary for the 
Order and Well. management of the Church: 
with theſe her Members ought to comply, 
and not either ſtom Faction, or Intereſt, for 
the ſake of theſe to divide the Church: "this 
all-reaſonable Men muſt neceſſarily be con- 
vinced of. The great Queſtion between the 
Church men and E Diſſenters, ſuch of them 
1 mean who ate reaſonable Men, is not, 
Whether the Church has not Authority to 


impoſe Rites, or, Whether it is not the Du- 


ty of ber Members to comply with them, ſo 
be it they be innocent and harmleſs; this, as 
jt is maintained by the one Party, ſo it is 
granted by all ſober and reaſonable Men on 
the other ſide: But the Queſtion turns here, 


Whether thoſe Rites the Church enjoins are 


innocent, and not, on the contrary, ſinful ? 
The Church pleads for the former; the Diſ- 
enters aſſert the latte, and thereſore plead, 
thar they cannot comply with them for fear 
of offending God. I will not pretend to de- 
termine this, either on the one ſide or the 
other. There are ſome, that think it would 

t a final Iſſue to this matter, if the Diſtin- 
tion of Rites and Ceremonies into ſimple 
and mixt, were but allowed and ſeriouſly 
conſidered by choſe who diſagree about the 
Rites in Diſpute. Simple Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, are only a Determination of thoſe Ge- 


neral Circumſtances of Worſhip, which are 
in 
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propoſed in ths Sriprre, but are 
left to the particular Determination of the 


4 
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ſeveral Churches, as their ſeveral Circum- 


ſtances do require. Such Rites and Ceremo- 


nies-as theſe the Church has an Authority to 


decree, ordain, determine, and enjoin ; and 


in theſe it is a Chriſtian's Duty to ſubmit. 
Mut Rites and Ceremonies are ſuch, which 


either ate not, or cannot be, enjoined or ob- 


ſerved, without the Injunction or Obſerva- 
tion of ſomething new, added to the matter 
of Divine Worſhip. Theſe Ceremonies or 
Rites, the Diſſenters fay, and the Church al- 


lows,it, that ſhe has no Right to enjoin, nei- 
ther is it the Duty of her Members to pra- 


ctiſe them; but, on the contrary, to oppoſe 
them, as, Innovations in the Worſhip of 
e hy . 


2. 1 grant that it is neceſſary, for the Ho- 


nour of Religion, and the Safety of the 
Church, that her Authority ſhould be main- 
tained and ſupported. The only Way to 
preſerve Peace and Order in the Church, is 
to keep up a due Government in her, accor- 
ding to the Canons, either expreſly laid 
down in the Scripture, or which are, accor- 
ding to'the Power which God has granted 
to the Church, eſtabliſhed by her for this 
purpoſe ; provided there be always a ſpecial 
regard had to the Limitation of this Fower 
in Scripture. For tho? the Diſſenters deny 
the Church's Power to decree or ordain 
mixt Ceremonies, yet all ſober Men muſt 
grant, That the Church hath a Power of de- 
creeing ſimple and naked Rites ; in which 
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Senſe I am apt to think that moſt Diſſenters 
would readily Subſcribe the 2oth* Article of 
the Church of England. If this be not gran- 
ted, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be any 
Government or Order in the Church, but 


the whole muſt neceſſarily be a heap of Con. I 


fuſion : for, What Order can there be in a 
Church, who has no Authority, or whoſe 
Authority is not maintained and ſupported ? 
The great Doubt of many ſober” Diſſenters is 
not, whether the Charch's Authority is to be 
n:aintained, this is by all ſober Men gtanted ; 
but, whether the Church doth. not go be- 


” Cl 


bound for Conſcience- ſake to ſubmit to the 
Church's lawful Authority, they are for the 
ſame reaſon bound and obliged to ſubmit to 
her in the things in diſpute, _ 

3. I do deny, That the way to maintain 
the Church's Authority, is to defend her 

ites and Ceremonies againſt all Oppoſers. 
This is indeed the way which ſome high Ce- 

remonialifts have taken to maintain it; but 
with what ſucceſs, the Effects ſhew us. The 


moſt effectual way to maintain the Church's 


Authority, is to defend her Faith from all 
the Corruptions with which deluded and ob- 
ſtinate Hereticks are every day endeavouring 
to undermine and ruine it; as alſo, to be 


careſul 
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(a9) 
careſul that her Members, eſpecially her Mi- 
niſters, do recommend this Faith by their 


own holy Liſe and Example to others. It 
bas been a very great Miſtake which the 


Church prompted thereunto by her ſecret, 


but implacable Enemies, has almoſt ever ſince 
the Reformation made, in exerting the edge 
of her Power and Authority (which ought 


to have been levelled chiefly againſt choſe 


who have either innovated in her Faith, or 
apoſtatizꝰd from the ſtrict; Rules of Holineſs) 


againſt thoſe who have only ſcrupled ſome 
Rites which the Church her ſelf looks upon 
to be hut indifferent, and therefore, without 


any Detriment to the Faith, or Practice f 
Religion, may be let alone. This Miſtake 
about the proper Objects for the exerciſe of 


her Power, has very much impaired and leſ- 
ſened the Church's Authority. The Primi- 
tive Church took another courſe to maintain 
it, which proved much more ſucceſsful, not- 
withſtanding all the Difficulties ſhe then la- 


boured under by the violent Oppreſſions of 


her Enemies, The Church was not then 
fond of pompous Ceremonies; the Worſhip 
of God was then (as an excellent Prelate ob- 
ſer ves) pure and ſpiritual, ſimple, and free 
from Coſt and Pomp, from Theatrical Shews 
as well as idolatrous Rites : And as they were 


not fond of theſe things, ſo neither did they 


exert their Authority in the defence of them ; 
they turned the edge of their Authority ano - 
ther way, and employed their ſpiritual Pow- 


er to preſerve the Church's Faith from Er- 


ror, and the Practice of her Members from 
| Scandal. 
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Scandal. They did not cenſure Perſons who 
were found: in the Faich; and exclude them 
who were unblameable in their Lives from 
Communion with them, only becauſe they 
could not comply with every indifferent Rite 
which they look'd! upon as decent: Their 
Cenſures were pronounced againſt the Cor. 
rupters of their Faith; their Excommunica- 
tions were denounced againſt. the unjuſtifi- 
able and obſtinate Impieties of their Mem- 
bers. While this Temper laſted among them, 
they flouriſhed ih the Unity oſ/the Faith, and 
the pure and holy ſimplicity of their Worſhip 
was attended wich the daily addition of new 
Converts to Chriſtianity : [The Holineſs of 
their Lives recommended their Doctrines to 
all about them; ſa that the Church was dai. 
ly enlarged in her Borders. As this Spirit in 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtisnity declined, and a 
Value and Eſteem: for a pompous and theatri- 
cal Worſhip encreaſed; ſo: the Glory of Hrael 
did gradually decline, and the Subſtance of 
Chriſtianity by degrees dwindled into a mere 
Shadow: Holineſs, the great Evidence of the 
Effects of the Church's Authority, decreaſed, 


and Pomp and Grandeur the great Oppoſites P 


to Primitive Purity and Simplicity,” encreaſed 
daily. By this means indeed vain Minds 
were gratified , bur. ſpiritual Minds were 
greatly offended. A theatrical Worſhip, a. 
bounding with pompous Ceremonies, may 
pleaſe and tickle vain Fancies; but it is Sim- 
plicity and Purity that doth affect. and charm 
the Heart of a ſerious Perſon : This adds a 
luſtre to Religion, far beyond all the Pomp 
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This ftrikes her'Metmbers with a awe and 
fear'of her Authority; which influences Mens 


Lives more than the Wender that is raſed 
them for a time, by a view of her outward 
35 a Rule, that the leſs Ceremony ank Pomp 

and the more Simplicity and Put ity, here it 


in the Worthip of any Church, che greater'is 
her Authority over her Members: There is 


in Simplicity and Purity Charms, which=d6 


by an unſeen, but irreſiſtable force, attract 
and draw Men to Obedience. * 1 fo OILS 
4. Another thing fit to be conſidered ini 
this Plea, is what is fad in reſpect to the 


Tempers of the Diſſenters. In this Plea, 


they are repreſented as a factibus and reſt] 


Generation of Men, Who ever were; and Al. 
ways will be, troubleſome to the Church. 


in anſwer to this, As 1 do not vindicate the 
Diſſenters, ſo neither can I excuſe the Church 
men. F think there are too many factious and 
reftlefs Men among all Parties; and this is 
the Reaſon why (to the great Advantage of 
Popery and 5 F ) our Breaches have 


| been kept open ſo long, notwithſtanding the 


hearty Endeavours of ſome to unite and heal 
them. I am fatisfied that many Diſſenters 
have been very faulty, and have factiouſly 
endeavoured to keep open our Breaches, ei- 
ther from Intereſt, or a Spirit of Oppoſicion ; 
and this they have been too ſucceſsful in, by 


ſtill ſtarting new Difficulties, and daily raiſing 
new Objections againſt the Terms of Com- 
munion propoſed by the Church of -Enpland. 
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Bur tho? there are ſome ſuch ſactious Perſons 
among them, jet it doth not follow that 
they are all ſüch, I know many, of them, 
who are bleſſed not only with a Spirit of Pie- 
ty, but Moderation alſo; whoſe earneſt De- 


fire it is, that ſome Expedients might by the 


Providence of God be found out to heal our 
reaches. But as Iwill not excuſe the Diſ- 
ſenters, ſo neither can l vindicate the Church- 
men: I cannot but think, that they have 
been highly to blame in this matter: many 


ol thele have contributed much to our Divi- 
ſions, by a too ſtiff Adherency to the Cere- 
monial 


monial part of our Worſhip, if not by an 
addition to it. A rigid Stiffneſs and Bigotry 
on either ſide is not commendable. If our 
Breaches are ever healed, it muſt be by yield - 
ing ſome what on both ſides. That an Union 
ſhould: be effected, it is neceſſary, that on the 
one hand the Church ſhould part with, or 


at leaſt leave them in their Uſe as they are in 
their Nature, thoſe things which are indif. 


ferent to themſelves, and obnoxious to the 
Diſſenters. It is alſo neceſſary, on the other 
hand, that the Diſſenters ſhould: not ſeek af- 
ter Objections againſt, che Terms propoſed, 
but ſhould take things which are capable of a 
double Senſe or Deſign in the beſt of the Two, 
and that they ſhould comply with what they 
look upon as indifferent, but the Church as 
neceſſary to preſerve her Order and Diſci- 


. I do indeed think, that the Diſſenters 


have, by their Jealouſies, and taking things 
in the worſt ſenſe, created to themſelves ma- 
ny Difficulties. I ſhall only obſetve this, that 

e | ; as 


12 * 


33 two parallel Lines will never meet unleſ 3 
they incline a little to each other; ſo two 
contrary Opinions, ſtiffly maintained, will 
5 coaleſce, unless either Party yield fone 
what. 
F. Another thing fit to be conſidered in 
this Objection, is the Numbers of thoſe who 
ſeparate themſelves from the Communion of 
the Church of England. I confeſs, that their 
Factions among themſelves, being divided in- 
to ſo many Parties, without being united in- 
to one Body, doth render them the Con- 
tempt, and not the Fear, of the Church. 
But yet if we conſider the Numbers of thoſe 
who do withdraw themſelves from thz COm- 
munion of the Church of Exgland, we muſt 
own thet the Breach is very great: And tho? 
they are not able themſelves to endanger the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, yet it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, that fo great a Separation doth not on- 
ly fully and cloud her Glory very much, but 
weakens her Strength, whereby the is and 
will be, in a time of Danger, leſs able to 
maintain her ſelf againſt the common Enemies 


| of our Religion, the Papiſis. Further, if we 


confider the Growth and Increate of thoſe 
two dangerous Factions of the Anabaptiſts 
and Quakers; the one of which, by putting 
every ordinary Fellow in the pulpit, is ſub- 
verting the very Order of the Miniſtry; and 
the other of which do, by their profeſt Do- 
Qtrines, aim at the Deftrutticn: of all Magi- 
tracy, and are endeavcuring to reduce all 
into a State of Anarchy and Confuſion: 1 
ay, if we conſider the Numbers of either of 

theſe 
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theſe two Parties, as alſo what Numbers of 
Deiſts and Atheiſts, who are Diſſenters from 


all Religion, are made by our Diviſions ; the 


Church will ſee abundant Reaſon to part 


with a little to thoſe who differ but a little 


from them, that ſo the whole may be pre- 
ſerved from the growing Power of theſe dan- 


gerous Enemies, who even upon the Account 


of their Numbers are not to be deſpiſed. 

6. The laſt thing worthy of Conſideration 
in the Objection before mentioned, is this; 
The Plea, that it is beneath the Church to 
condeſcend fo far, as to court the Diſſenters 
to an Union with her. This Plea indeed 
might become the Mouth of a Member of 
the Romiſh Church, whoſe intolerable Pride 
is notoriouſly known to the World; but cer- 
tainly it doth not become the Mouth of any 
of the Members of that Church, who owns 
her ſelf Proteſtant. And yet, if we may 
judge by the Actions of ſome Perſons, they 
bave by thoſe declared, that it is their fixed 
Judgment, that it is beneath the Church to 
condeſcend ſo far, as to invite thoſe who diſ- 
ſent from her to an Union with her. Cer- 
tainly thoſe Perſons who can think thus, 


have forgot, or at leaſt do not conſider, that 


Humility and Condeſcenſion is the greateſt 


Honour of that Church who profetles her 


ſelf to be the Spouſe of Him who himſelf was 


a Pattern of Humility and Condeſcenſion. If 


it were not beneath the Primitive Church, 
for the healing of that great Breach between 
the Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians which did 
then divide the Church, to ſubmit to ſo great 

| an 
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an Alteration in her Government, as to ad- 
mit of (for a time at leaſt) two Biſhops i in 
the ſame City, which they did, if we may 
believe the Reverend Dr. Hammond, and 
other Great Men of the Engliſh Church; 1 
then it cannot be beneath the Honour of the 
Engliſb Church to invite the ſober Diſſenters, 
who do not require any ſubſtantial Alterati- 
ons in her Government or Diſcipline, but 
only the laying aſide ſome Declarations and. 
Subſcriptions, which are as Clogs to their 
Conſciences, and the aboliſhing a few indif- 
ferent Rites, to Comtmunion with her. If it 
were not beneath the Great Apoſtle St. Paul 
to part with ſeveral Privileges and Immuni- 
ties, which were perſonal, and to become all 
things to all Men, that he might by any 
means win ſome ; then certainly it is not be- 
heath the Church of England to part, with 
ſome little things for the ſake of Union, that 
thereby thoſe Numbers of Diſſenters, which 
by her Condeſcenſion in all probability may 
be won over to the Church, might be gain- 
ed to her Communion, whereby her Borders 
would be greatly enlarged. Laſtly, If it 
were not beneath our Saviour, whoſe Spouſe 
the Church of England profelles to be, and 
whom we are commanded to imitate and fol- 
low, tho? he were the Eternal Son of the 
Eternal Father, to condeſcend ſo fat, and to 
ſtoop fo low, as not only to court and invite 
the meaneſt Sinner to accept of that Salva- 
tion which is offered in the Goſpel, and this 
with the moſt earfieſt Entreaties, but alſo to 
die for obitinare and rebellious Sinners; then 
| D 2 | Cer- 
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_ certainly it cannot be beneath the Church, to 
condeſcend ſo far as to invite the Diſſenters 
to an Union with her, tho' it be at the Ex- 
pence of ſome of her Rites and Ceremonies. 
Theſe are Examples which ſhould incline Per- 
_Jons of every Party to Humility and Conde- 
ſcenſion, and to make as large Steps as poſſi- 

bly they can towards an Union amongſt us. 
Thus have I impartially conſidered what is 
worthy of Conſideration in this Objection. 

1 ſhall therefore proceed unto the next. 


Object. 2. It may perhaps be objected by 
ſome againſt an Union, That if the Church 
ſhould, for the ſake of an Union with the 
Diſſenters, part with ſome of her Rites and 
Ceremonies, which are indifferent ro her; 
That this would not heal the Breach, but 

encourage factious Perſons, by finding daily 
fault with her Diſcipline and Worſhip, to 
ſeek Pretences to withdraw themſelves from 
her Communion, unleſs the Church would 
alſo come to their Terms, how unreaſonable 


ſoever they were. That this Compliance of 


the Church may therefore, when Factions 
are ſo very common among us, endanger the 
total Loſs of her Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline; in 
as much as from the Church's Compliance 
with the modeſt Requeſt of ſome, others alſo 
would be emboldned to hope for her Com- 
pliance with their unreaſonable Demands, 
tho inconſiſtent with the Peace and Order of 
her Government and Wor ſhip. That there- 
tore ic 1s ſaſeſt for the Church, without aba- 
ting any thing, to maintain her Ground agamſt 
all her Rebellious Children. Ke- 
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Reply. There are alſo in this Obje ion 
ſome Things worthy. of Cn ſuch 
as are theſe: That Factions are now very 
rife; That any Compliance on the Church's. 
Part would encourage them; and, That this 
might have an ill Influence upon the Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Government and Diſcipline. If an 


one of theſe Things, except the Riſeneſs of 
Factions, could be undeniably proved, 1 
ſhould be very far from preſſing the Church 
to the leaſt Condeſcenſion to thoſe who dif- 
fer from her: I would neither encourage Fa- 
tion, nor yet by any means would I endan- 
ger the Church's Diſcipline and Order. The 
Deſign of preſſing this matter ſo earneſtly, 
not only upon the Church, but every reaſo- 
nable and pious Perſon, is to ſuppreſs Facti- 
ons, and prevent the Diviſions Mas from 
them; as alſo to prevent the utter Ruine and 
Loſs of that Diſcipline and Order, which is, 
(by the Power of Factions, and the Multi- 
tude of Diviſions in the Church) in danger 
of being totally aboliſhed and rooted our. 

1. 1 grant, that Factions are now very 
riſe, and therefore we ſhould be very care- 
ful how we do any thing to encourage or 
ſtrengthen them. One would think, that 
the Common Danger we are all in, from Po- 
pery on the one Hand, and from Atheiſm 
and Profanenefs on the other Hand, ſhould 
ſtifle and ſuppreſs all our factious Differences, 
and that the Danger we are in, ſhould induce 
us to unite for the Defence of our Common 
Faith. But notwithſtanding our Dangers be 
ſo great and eminent, that ( however ſecure 
| D 3 we 
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we may look upon our ſelves to be) I verily 
believe it never was greater, and tho? if we 


would but unite for the Common Defence 


of the Faith, perhaps we never had the like 
Opportunity put into our Hands to ſecure 
it againſt all Attempts for the future; yer 
neither conſidering our Danger on the one 


Hand, nor our Advantages on the other, in- 


ſtead of coming to any Union among our 


ſelves, we daily grow more ſactious than - 


ther, and our Breaches are every day made 
wider by the eraſty Induſtry of our Enemies, 
who know how to improve our turbulent 
Spirits to our own Diſadvantage. I cannot 
excuſe many ot the Diſſenters; for I verily 


believe, Faction more than Conſcience has | 


influenced many of them, whoſe Deſign it 
has alway@been to ruine and overthrow all 
Order and Diſcipline in the Church, that fo 
they may introduce Anarchy and Confuſion, 
as moſt delightful and advantageous to thoſe 
whoſe Delight it is to fiſh in troubled Waters. 
Bur yet the Faults of a few are not to be caſt 
upon a whole Party, unleſs eſpecially the 
Church of England can altogether juſtific 
every Member of her Communion from all 
Suſpicion of Guilt in this reſpect. I am ſariſ- 
fied, if there had not been too much of Fa- 
Qion on both ſides, our Breaches had not 
been fo wide; or if Faction did but ceaſe in 


both, our Diviſions would quickly be at an 


happy End. As it is ſactious, to divide the 
Church for the ſake of thoſe Things we can, 
but will not do; ſo it is no leſs factious, to 

be ſtiff and unmoveable 1 in the maintaining 


of 
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of thoſe things we can, but will not part 
with. This is the Temper of many on both 
ſides. But there are many, yea very many 
on both Sides, who are of another, and more 
heavenly Mind. There are many Diſſen- 
ters, who, to my Knowledge, do ſeparate 
| themſelves from the Communion of the 
Church of Ergland, not from Faction, but 
Conſcience; and who would do any thing, 
bur fn againſt God, for the ſake of an Union 
betwixt us. There are many Church- men 
who earneſtly deſire this Union; and if it 
were in their Power, would freely part wich 
choſe little Things which divide us. But ic 
is our Miſery, that this is not the Temper 
of all on either Side. Bur that Faction is ſo 
ſtrong, this indeed ſhould make us very care- - 
ful, that we do not encourage or irengeh- 
en it. 
2. It's urged i in this Plea againſt an Union, 
That any Condeſcenſion on the Church's 
part, will but encourage ſaclious Perſons, 
and embolden them in their Attempts againſt 
che Church's Peace. I confeſs, chere is a 
Generation of Men in the World, who are, 
by the Clemency and Condeſcention of their 
Superiors, rendered more bold in their Ol- 
fences againſt them: Theſe, as they are exor- 
bitantly wicked, ſo their Diſingenuity, which 
is equal to their Wickedneſs, renders them 
undeſerving of their Superior's Clemency. I 
will not deny, but as there are ſuch diſinge- 
nuous Perſons in reſpect of rhe Civil Actions 
of Mankind; ſo it is poſſible that there may 
be Perſons as diſingenuous and wicked as to 
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Spirituals, who it may be will be emboldened 
by her Clemency to deſpiſe and trample up- 

on the Church's Authority: Thete, as they 
are the worſt of Men, fo they do not deſerve 
any Intereſt or Share in the Church's Cle- 
mency ; neither can I think that they will 
have any Reaſon to expect it. It is not an 
Union with theſe unreaſonable Men that 1 
am pleading for ; but with thoſe only, who 
plead for nothing but either an Abolition, 

or at leaſt an Indifferency, as to the Uſe of 
thoſe Things which the Church looks upon 
as indifferent, and the Diſſenters as ſinful; 

that ſo they may not be obliged to act con- 
trary to the Dictates of their own Conſcien- 
ces, in complying with thoſe Things which 
they have ſo great an Averſion to, and for 
which the. Church her ſelf has no greater a 
Veneration. Neither can I ever be induced 
to believe, that a complying with the eaſie 
and reaſonab'c Requeſt of theſe Men, can be 
prejudicial in the leaſt to the Intereſt of the 
Church, or that it will encourage factious 
Perſons in their Attempts againſt her Peace, 
ta hopes that becauſe the anſwers the reaſo- 
nable Requeſt of theſe, that therefore they 


alſo may, by a factious Separation from her, 


make their own Terms with her. They may 
rather expect, That after the Church has 

manifeſted ſo much Clemency and Conde- 
ſcenſion, as to part with what is indifferent 
to her, for the ſake of an Union with her 
Diſſenting Brethren; and after ihe has open- 
ed her Arms ſo wide to receive her returning 
Sons, that lng will then make theſe ungrate. 
fu! 
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ful per uns, who can thus offend, againſſ not 
only her Diſcipline and Order, but her Cle- 
mency and Condeſcenfion alſo, the Examples 
of her Indignation, by inflicting the ſharpeſt 
Cenſures upon them. 

It is inſinuated in this ObjeQion, as 
tho the leaſt Condeſcenſion on the Church's 
part, would have an ill Influence upon her 
Diſcipline. This can be by no other way, 
than by the encouragement of Factions,which 
may embroil and diſturb her Diſcipline, by 
diſputing her Authority. If therefore it be 
evident, that this Condeſcenſion and Cle- 

mency of the Church will nor ſtrengthen or 
encourage Factions, but on the contrary will 
weaken and diſcourage them; then the force 
and ſtrength of this Plea will quickly vaniſh 
into Smoak. The Diſſenters wiſh, that in 
ſome ſmall matters her Diſcipline might be 
corrected ; but no reaſonable or good Man 
can wilh,. or deſire, that the Order and Diſ- 
cipline of the Church ſhould be aboliſhed, 
or that Anarchy ſhould take place therein. 
Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline is as neceſſary to be 
preſerved and maintained in the Church, as 
the Civil Diſcipline in the State. It is not a 
total Abolition, but a due Limitation of her 
Authority, according to the Canon of the 
Scripture, to which they do not now look 


upon it altogether conformable, which the 


ſober and modeſt Diſſenters do earnelily de- 
f Ire, 


Obje. 3 It may perhaps be pleaded by 
ſome againſt the Alteration of any thing for 


_ the 
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the ſake of an Union, That it may be of i!! 
conſequence to the Church, to alter any 
thing in her Diſcipline and Worſhip. That 
as Innovations in the State, fo alſo Innova- 
tions in the Church, are very dangerous, 
That if once the Humour of Innovating in 
Religion gets ſooting among us, we know not 
where, nor when, it will end. That when 
the ancient Land- marks are removed, we 
know not where, nor when, they will be fix- 
ed again for the future. It may perhaps be 
farther urged, That in the Memory of our 
Fathers we have ſeen too diſmal Effects of 
the Innovations in Religion, ever to attempt 
any thing of this nature for the future, That 
to this innovating Humour were #1] thoſe 
Confuſions and Diſtractions, both in Church 
and State, in the time of Olivers Uſur pati- 


on, owing. That therefore it is belt to keep 
ne as they are. 


Reply. I confeſs, Innovations are dange- 
rous, and have produced ſad Effects in the 
Church ; of which, the Inſtance ailedged is 
a deplorable Example. Tho' it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, Thar ſome great things were 
done at that time; yer, as I cannot juſtife 
the Right of that Government, ſo neither can 
I vindicate all that was then done: great 
Enormities, both in Civil and Religious Af- 
fairs, were then committed. I alſo acknow- 
ledge, that the removing old Land-marks 
before we are come ro a full Reſolution 
where to fix them for the future, is very dan: 

gerous: and therefore to ons any os 
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ſecte which may attend the Alteration of any 
thing in our Diſcipline or Worſhip, it is ne- 
ceſſary, that if ever any thing ſhould be 
done of this nature, that in the doing rhere- 
of theſe following Rules and Limitations 
ſnhould be obſerved; 4 
I. It is neceſſary, that theſe: Alterations 
ſhould be made by Authority. Innovations 
are dangerous where they are made in a 
Heat, and without the Guide and Direction 
of Pubhiek Authority. Theſe indeed have 
produced fad Effects in the Church. Men 
are naturally addicted to that which is new; 
and when once they are beginning to alter, 
unleſs the Prudence of thoſe in Authority 
doth fteadily guide and direct them, we 
know not where, nor when, they wilt end. 
We ſee, that thoſe who have begun only 
with the Diſcipline of the Church, have not 
ended without an A poſtacy and falling of 
from the Faith and Doctrines of the Church. 
The firſt Foundations and Grounds of thoſe 
damnable Opinions (which ſo many heave 
imbibed, and in the Defence of which ſo ma- 
ny have incorporated themſelves into diſtinct 
Societies, thereby to carry on their Deſigns 
the better againſt the Church) were at firſt 
laid in ſome particular Exceptions againſt the 
Diſcipline and Ceremonies of it. But tho 
this has already been, and will again be, the 
Effects of Innovations in Religion made with- 
out Authority; tho' Popular Alterations in 
the Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, made by the giddy Multitude, who 
have had no other Guide than an ignorant 
I ER Zeal 


( 44 ) 
Zeal to proceed by, have proved ſo ſcanda. 
lous to Religion, and deſtructive to the Peace 
of the Church; yet, we have no reaſon to 
fear ſome Alteration in the Ritual Parts of 
Religion, made by the lawful Authority of 
the Kingdom, no more than we have reaſon 
to be afraid of the Repeal of ſome Laws, and 
the eſtabliſhing of others in the Civil State, 
by the ſame Authority. Tho we have rea- 
ſon to fear the mad Folly of the giddy Multi- 
tude, yet we have no reaſon to be afraid of 
the prudent and wiſe Reſolves of our Rulers. 
As 1 am fully perſwaded, that it is altogether 


unlawful for any private Perſon, without the 


Concurrence of Authority, to innovate any 
thing in the State; ſo alſo I am ſatisfied, that 
It is unlawful for any private Chriſtian to in- 
troduce any Novelties in the Church, or lay 


aſide any Rites and Ceremonies authorized 
by Law, without a due Warrant and Autho- 


rity for it. But yet a juſt and Jawful Autho- 


rity may aboliſh thoſe things which have no 


other Foundation for their Inſtitution, but 
that which is Humane. And tho' Hiſtory 
gives ſome deplorable Inſtances of the ſad Ef. 
fects of Popular Innovations, promoted by 
Factions, and carried on without any due 
Warrant and Authority for it; yet it alſo ſur- 


niſſies us with ſome Inſtances of the happy 


and ſucceſsſul litue of a Reformation, carried 
on by the lawful Authority of the Kingdom. 
It was by this that the Reformation among 
our ſelves was carried on fo far, and with 
ſuch Succeſs, in the days of Henry the Eighth, 
and of his Son K. Edward: It was by the Au- 


thority 
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thority of the Kingdom, that it was in the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth. brought to the 
Perfection it is now arrived at. It is won 


derful to conſider the wiſe and prudent Steps 


taken by thoſe excellent Perſons, who were 
ſo long engaged in that happy Work, to 
bring it to that Maturity it was brought to 
at the end of King Edu ard's Reign. And if 


either that King bad lived longer, or that 
pious Martyr Archbiſhop Cranmer had ſur- 


vived the Fury of Queen Mary's Reign, to 
have had an influence upon the ſucceeeding 


Sovereign Queen Elizabeth's. Counſels, we 


have reaſon to believe that it had been 
brought to ſuch a pitch, that thoſe little 
things which now divide us had nor conti- 
nued the Bones of Contention among us. 


2. It is neceſſary, that the Alterations to 


be made ſhould only relate to the Ceremoni- 
al part of our Worſhip, without infringing 


the leaſt upon the Authority of our Faith. 


This is maintained in its Purity by the Church 
of England, and is ſet forth in that incompa- 
rable Body of Articles compiled and publiſh- 
ed by the Authority of that admirable Prin- 
ceſs Queen El:;zabeth. From this Faith I 


would earneſtly preſs and exhort all Men not 


to depart one hair's breadth, 

3. To prevent all the Inconveniencies 
which may attend ſuch an Alteration, it is 
farther neceſſary, that it ſhould not only be 
done by Authority, but that the things to be 
altered ſhould. be reſolved and agreed on, 
before that any Law be eſtabliſhed to autho- 
rize the Alteration of any thing; leſt the 
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prefent Land-marks ſhould be-removed, be- 
fore that we are agreed where to fix chem 
ſor the future. This would be of dangerous 
conkyuence, in that it would unhinge the 
preſence Settlement, without eſtabliſhing a 
new one. This indeed would leave the Diſ- 
cipline of the Church in a very great Uncer- 
rainty, and produce very great Diſorders and 
Confuſions in her Adminiſtration. 
therefore the wiſe Contrivance of the firſt 
Reſormers (that they might with Succeſs ac. 
compliſh the glorious Work they were en- 
gaged in) firſt to agree upon an After: ſettle- 


ment, before they unhinged the preſent. 


They did not attempt to alter the Faith or 
Practice of the Church, in thoſe things which 
were at preſent received and practiſed by it, 
by declaring any thing in the one or the o- 
ther unlawful, before they were agreed upon 
what was neceſſary to be believed or done 
for the future. It is certainly dangerous, to 
remove a Land- mark from the place it ſtands 
in at preſent, before we are agreed where it 
ſhould, and are reſolved whers it ſhall, ſtand 
tor the future. 

4. To prevent perpetual Alterations, to 
which Men are very prone when once 4 
fiekle Temper and Diſpoſition ſeiſes on them, 
and which it is very neceſſary in time to 
check; it is neceſſary that the time wherein 
theſe Alterations ſhall be made, ſhould be li- 
mited by the Magiſtrate; for elſe che-Church 
will always be in danger of new- Mutations, 


by which her Diſcipline will labour under | 
'The Sum of this Re- 


very great Diſorders. 
Ply 


It was 


1 * 


ply therefore is, That there can be no poſſi- 
dle Danger ariſing from the Alteration of a 
few things, for the ſake of an Union amo 
Proteſtants, if it be regularly done by Au- 


thority, and limited to the Ritual part of our 
Worſnip; if we be agreed upon what to al- 


ter, before we begin to alter, and the time 
of doing it be duely limited by Authority. 


Object. 4. It may perhaps be objected a- 
gainſt this Union, That the leaving thoſe Ce- 
remonies indifferent as to- their uſe, which 
are excepted againſt, will deſtroy the Uni- 
formity of our Worſhip; and that this will 
not therefore produce the deſired Effects, 
but on the contrary will breed great Ant- 
moſities and Contentions among the Mem- 
bers of the Church. And it may be urged 


by ſome, that it is reaſonable to think, that 


every one will defend and maintain his own 


Practice, and on the contrary, be condemn- 


ing the Practice of thoſe who differ from him. 


That this will raiſe Diſputes, which will be 


attended with Heats and Paſſions, to the 
great prejudice and detriment of the Church's 
Peace, for the maintaining whereof, it is ne- 


ceſſary that we ſhould all comply with the 


Injunction of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 10. 
Speak tbe fame things, 


Reply. There are have. things laid down 
in this Objection, which it is fit we ſhould 


conſider. That it is neceſſary, for the Peace 


of the Church, that there ſhould not only be 
an Unity of Faich proſeſſed by her Members, 
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but that alſo there ſhould be an Uniformity 
in her Worſhip practiſed by chem. That 
the laying aſide rhe neceſſity of uſing the par- 
ticular: Ceremonies excepted againſt, will 
deſtroy this Uniformity of Worſhip. And, 
That this will neceffarily be attended with 
great Heats and Animoſities amongſt us. 

1. It is urged, That an Uniformity of 
Worſhip is neceſſary for the maintaining the 
Church's Peace and Order. I grant indeed, 


that an Uniformity in the Worſhip of God is 


very deſirable, if it might be to the general 
Content of reaſonable Men; and that in or- 
der thereunto it is neceſſary that there ſhould 


be a publick Form of Worſhip; to which, if 
there be in it nothing that is unlawful, we | 


ought to ſubmit: but yet I think the nature 
of ſuch a thing requires that it ſhould be 
dran up in ſuch inoffenſive Terms, and with 
ſuch an entire Freedom from all manner of 
Ceremonies which are not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Decency of the Worſhip, that 
no Perſon whatever ſhou!d have any juſt 
occaſion to except againſt it. I am ſatisfi- 
ed, that an Uniformity wherein nothing ſin- 
ful is enjoined, is not only deſirable, but in 
ſome ſort neceſſary for the Well-being of the 
Church: Vet I think it has been a very great 
Miſtake which ſome high Ceremonialiſts 
have made, to ſtrain this matter of Uniformi- 
ty of Worſhip ſo far, as to exclude every one 
from their Communion who cannot comply 
with every little Punctilio, or indifferent Ce- 


 Femony. It would have conduced much 


more to the Peace and Tranquility of the 
Church, 
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Church, if all thoſe things which are not ne- 
ceſſary for rhe Decency of the Worſhip, and 
are accounted by the Church to be in them. 
ſelves but indifferent, had either been whol- 
ly laid aſide, or left in their Uſe as they are 
pretended to be in their Nature: If this Me- 
thod had been taken, I doubt not but it 


* — 


would have turned much to the Church's. 


Advantage. And I think now it would tend 
very much to Peace, if thoſe things which are 


| indifferent in the eyes of one Party, and ſin- 


ful in the eyes of the other, were left to eve- 
ry Man's Liberty to uſe or not to uſe; as al- 
ſo, that thoſe Things which are look'd upon 


| as neceſſary by the Church-men, and as in- 
different by the Diſſenters, ſhould be by theſe 


complied with. If Men would but once 
come to this Temper, the Deformity of Pra- 
tice in the ſeveral Pariſhes in thoſe little 
Matters, Which are complained of by the 


Diſſenters, would be unperceptible. It is the 
1 trerching an Uniformity too far, which has- 


made ſuch a breach of Affection, and Defor- 
mity of Practice among us. But yerl would 


not ſtretch this Forbearance in things indif- 


ferent ſo far. as to lay aſide any of thoſe Ce- 


remonies which are the neceſſary Ingredi- 
ents in the Decency of our Worſhip, or ex. 
preſſivs of our Reverence of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty: for, as Decency and Reverence are ne- 


eſſary in our Addreſſes to an earthly King, 
lo I think thoſe Civil Rites which in common 
expreſs our Reverence and Reſpect to thoſe, 
ought to be maintained and kept up, and 
practiſed in our Addreſſes to the King of 
Heaven. FD E 2. Ang- 


\ 
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2. Another thing an in this Obje- 
ction is, That the laying aſide che lakelliey of of 
uſing theſe particular Ceremonies, which are 
excepted againſt, would deſtroy the Unifor- 
mity of our Worſhip. In Anſwer to this, 1 


ſhall only obſerve, That if thoſe Things 


Which are excepted againſt by the Diſſenters 

were altogether aboliſhed,” as they may law- 
fully be, ſeeing. they are owned by the 

Church-men themſelves to be but ene 
in their nature, and therefore not neceſla- 
\ EC then there, would be no fear that this 
Liberty, which is propoſed to be left to eve- 
ry Man to act in theſe leſſer Matters as he 
pleaſes, would hurt or deſtroy the Uniformi- 
ty of our Worſhip. But yet tho they ſhou!d 
not be aboliſhed, but that thoſe things ſhould 
be left indifferent to every Man, to uſe them 
or uſe. them not, at his Pleaſure; 1 cannot 
ſee how this can hurt the Unifarmity of our 
Worſhip. Uniformiry doth not conſiſt in the 
entire Conformity of every. individual Perſon 
or Parochial Church, to every little Rite and 
indifferent Ceremony uſed by ſome of the 
Members of the National Church in the Wor- 
ſkip of God : If this were Uniformity, then 
all che Rices and Ceremonies, with all the 


ſeveral Modes of Worſhip uſed and practiſed 


in Cathedrals, ought to be uſed in every 
Country Pariſh. Now I think no bgdy did 
ever ſtretch the Neceſſity of an Uniformity in 


Worſhip. ſo tar, Every Man knows, that 


there is a great Pitterence between the Ca. 


edral and Parochial Worſhip; but yet I 


Hink very Th Will cenivure this Difference, 
| ; > by 
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4 any Breach of the Uniformity in Worſhip 
required by the Law. Tho! every little Rite 
and Ceremony iu our Worſhip ſhould not be 
practiſed by every Perſon in the Charch's 
Communion; yet there would be. ſuch an 
Uniformity as might ſatisfie every reaſonable 
Man, if the fame Prayers, and the ſame Of- 
ices, were ſubmitted unto, and uſed by ali 
in her Communion, or who do ory as 
Miniſters i in this Church. 

3. It is farther urged in this Objetion, a- 
gainſt an Union, That the leaving the Cere- 


as they are in their Nature, will neceflavily 
produce Heats and Animoſities among the 
Members of the Church, and therefore will 
not produce the deſired Effects To this 1 
anſwer, I cannot fee the Reaſon why the 
different Practices of ſome Churches in ſome 
leſſer Matters, ſhould be attended with Heats 
and Animoſities, more than the preſent Dif- 
formiry which there is between the Carhe- 
dral and Paroghial Worſhip. Yer ſeeing ſome 
Men cannor curb their own Paſſions, it is ne 
cellary that a way ſhould+be thought on to 
prevent this Inconveniency, which it is poſ- 
ſible may be the Conſequent of leaving the 
Things in Diſpute indifferent in their Uſe. 
Io prevent therefore all Hears and Animoſi- 
ties, which may proceed from the dittering 
practices of the Parochial Churches in theſe 
leſſer Matters, I think this a very proper Ex- 
pedient, vis. That all Perſons whatſoever 
ſhould be prohibited and forbid, under the 

 kvereſt * either by Word or Wri- 


monies in Diſpute us indifferent in their Uſe 


E 2 IX. ting, 


5 (52) 
ting, directly or indirectly, to juſtifie the Uſe 
or condemn the Diſuſe of any of thoſe Things 


which ſhall be left by Law indifferent in 


their Uſe. I think there can be nothing more 
reaſonable than an Injunction of this nature; 
for it is unreaſonable, that thoſe who are left 


to their own liberty ſhould be ſuffered to 


concern themſelves with what another doth. 


Object. 5. It may perhaps be urged againſt 
this Union, That the parting with the Cere- 
monies in Diſpute would endanger the Cor- 
ruption of rhe Faith, in that it will neceſſa- 
rily call in queſtion an Article thereof, which 


doth aſſert the Church's Authority to ordain 


and decree Rites and Ceremonies: and that 
therefore it is neceſſary for the Church to 
maintain her Ceremonies, as a Barrier to, 
and Hedge about her. Faith | 


- | Reply. In this Objection there are two 
Things material, and fit to be conſidered : 
The Plea, that the parting with the Cere- 
monies in Diſpute will endanger the Cerrup- 


tion of the Faith; as alſo, that it cannot be 


done without calling an Article thereof in 
queſtion. 23 V 
1. It is objected, That the parting with 
the Ceremonies in Diſpute will endanger the 
Corruption of the Faith. If I could be in- 
deed convinced of this, I ſhould not any 
more plead for an Indifferency as to the Ulle 
of the Things in Diſpute: I would not by 
any means endanger the Corruption of the 
Faith, the preſerving of which in its Purity 
ON Is 
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i indeed fhe Glory of ih Engliſh Churcfi. 
But I can ſſee no Reaſon why ſome Alterati- 
ons in the Ritual Part of our Worſhip ſhould 
endanger the Common Faith, There is a 
vaſt difference between an Alteration or an 
Abolition of a few Rites, which have no o- 
ther Foundation but an Humane Inſtitution, 
and the altering and corrupting that Faith in 
any one Article thereof which is eſtabliſhed 
by the Authority of the Scriptures. The 
Ritual Worſhip, as it is eſtabliſhed by Hu- 
mane Authority, may alſo be lawfully repeal- 
ed by the ſame Authority: But as the recei= 
ved Faith of the Church is eſtabliſhed by a 
Divine Authority, ſo no Authority leſs than 
that can alter or repeal any one Article of it. 
I will only add this; That it doth not follow, 
that becauſe a lawful Authority may ſee 
Cauſe to alter or aboliſh ſome of thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies which were at firſt inſtituted 
and appointed by no more than an Humane 
Authority, that therefore the Faich, which is 
eltabliſhed by a Divine Authority, muſt ne- 
cCeſſarily be in danger either of a total Sub- 
verſion, or at leaſt of a very great Corrup- 
NM 
2. It is urged in a Objection, That the 
Church cannot part with the Ceremonies in 
queſtion, without calling in queſtion an Ar- 
ticle of her Faith, which aſſerts her Authori- 
ty to decree Rites and Ceremonies. Some 
Anſwer to this was made in my Reply to the 
firſt Objection: There tho? the Church's Au- 
thority to ordain mixt Rires, which were ne- 
ceſſarily conjoined with the · matter of Wor- 

E 3 e 
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ſhip, was denied; yet her Authority to or- 
dain naked and ſimple Rites, was owned 
and acknowledged. This Power, I think, 
no reaſonable Man will deny to the Church: 
For if this Power be not granted to her, ſhe 
hath no Power or Authority at all. I cannot 
therefore believe, that in the general and in- 
determinate Senſe of the Words of that Arti- 
cle, any would refuſe to ſubſcribe the firſt 
Clauſe of the twentieth Article of the Church 
ol England: And therefore I have ſometimes 
wonder d, what was the Reaſon, why in the 
Act of Toleration the Diſſenters are excuſed 


from Subſcribing, I verily believe, that all 


ſober and moderate Diſſenters would gene- 
rally Subſcribe it; and that the true Reaſon 
- why they do except againſt ſome Ceremonies 
uled in the Worſhip of our Church, is not 
becauſe they queſtion the Church's Power in 
general to ordain Rires and Ceremonies, bur 
becauſe they are perſwaded in their own 
Conſciences that the Ceremonies in Diſpute 
are not ſuch as the Church has Authority to 


ordain. If the Diſſenters therefore were ob- 
liged to Subſcribe thoſe Articles, and among 


the reſt that in particular; I cannot ſee, tho 
(to ſatisfie their Conſciences in this matter) 


the Church ſhould part with theſe Rites ex- 


cepted againſt by their Brethren, how this 
can endanger either __ or my 1 Ar- 
ticle of Faith. 5 


Object. 6. It may perhaps urged paint 
this Union, That the parting with the Things 


in 8 would be an „ to 


Super- 
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Superſtition. That to allert, Things to be 
_ unlawful, which are indifferent, becauſe en- 
joined by our Superiors, is as groſs Suporſti- 
tion, as it is to make ſuch indifferent Things 
neceſſary Parts of Religion and Worſhip. 
That therefore tho? parting with a few indif- 
ferent Ceremonies is of no great conſequence, 
yet to part with, the Doctrine of the Lawtful- 
neſs of indifferent Things is of very BY 
| Weight and moment. 


Reply. The parting with the Tak in 
Diſpute. would not be any. Encouragement 
to Superſtition, neither would: this be to part 
with the Doctrine of indifferent Things be- 
ing lawful When enjoined ; this Doctrine 
Might be retained notwithſtanding: this. 
What Encouragement can this be to Super- 
ſtition, unleſs they were parted with u 
the account of their being judged by the Di- 
ſenters unlawful in their Ute, becauſe of their 
Injunction ? If this indeed were the Ground 
of the Diſſenters Refuſal ro ſubmit to the 
Things in Diſpute, and upon this account 
they deſired their Abolition, there might be 
ſome Reaſon both for the Objection, and al- 
fo for a Refuſal co part with them. What- 
ever particular Conceits ſome Men may have 
who may be averſe to the Uſe of any thing, 
tho lawful in it ſelf, only becauſe it is enjoin · 
ed, which indeed is in effect to be diſobedi- 
ent to Authority only becauſe our Rolers 
command our Obedience; yet this is not the 
Caſe. of all the Diſſenters, they are not all, 
nor L hope the greateſt MO of this 
4 - Mind: 


(55). 

Mind: They do not ſcruple Conformity to 
the Ceremonies in Diſpute, becauſe they 
eſteem them unlawful only becauſe of their 
Injunction, tho' otherwiſe very lawful to te 
uſed: but becauſe they cannot think them 
altögether in their nature ſo agreeable to the 
Divine Command. And tho ali thoſe Things 
which are deſired to be left indifferent in 
their Uſe, according to the Convittion of eve- 
ry Man's own Conſcience, were ſo; yet it 
would not be any Encouragement to the ſu- 
perſtitious Conceits of thoſe who place their 
Religion in refuſing to comply with indiffe- 
rent Things, only becauſe they are enjoined : 
for the Reaſon of the Church's parting with 


them, is not becauſe they are indifferent, but 


becauſe they are adjudged by the Diſſenters 
to be ſinful, tho upon what Grounds they 
adjudge them ſo, is beſt known ro themſelves. 
I hall only add, Thar cho” che Church, to 
ſatishe the render Conſciences of their Bre- 
chren, ſhould part with the controverted Ce- 
remonies ; that yet the Doctrine of the Law- 
fulneſs of the Uſe of indifferent Things when 
x enjoined, would not be parted with: for ſtill 
there would be many Things in her Worſhip 
and Diſcipline enjoined her Members, indif- 
ferent in their own nature, which would re- 
main as Inſtances of the Church's Power in 
that reſpect. And tho' all that can by mo- 
deſt and reaſonable Men be demanded, ſhould 
be granted; yet not one, whoſe Mind is in- 
toxicated with that wild Conceit, could con- 
form themſelves to the Church's Govern- 
ment: ſo that no Danger can ariſe from this 
Union on this account. Nhe. 


: ay): 


05 eck. 7. Some perhaps may object againſt 
this Union, Thar ic will be in vain to attempt 
an Union, unleſs the Church of England will 
be perſwaded to lay aſide her Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, which has (as theſe ſuppoſe) no 
Foundation or Warrant in Scripture, but is 
only a Remain of the Popiſh Hierarchy, 
which ought to be aboliſhed in all Churches 
which pretend to be Reformed ;' and that 
until this be done, they cannot think of an 
Union with the Church of ons, 5 85 

Reply. Ji&6ube not, bltrabat ha are 
ſome ſuch Zealots among. the Diſſenters, who 
are ſo prejudiced againſt a Dioceſaa Epiſco- | 
pacy, and ſo fond of their own Opinions as 
to Church Government, that they cannot 
believe any thing to have any Warrant from 
Scripture; which they have not a Fancy for. 
As an Union with theſe Bigots is not to be ex- 
pected, ſo neither is it deſirable: for tho I 
could wiſh that the Church of England would 
part with what is indifferent, to  farisfie ten- 
der Conſcienoes; yet I can never deſire that 
ſhe ſhould {Irifice her Government to the 
Demands of unreaſonable Men. For every 
unprejudiced Perfon will be ſatisfied, that 
what is offered againſt an Union in this Ob- 
jeaion is very unreaſonable, if the Truth of 
theſe two things are made appear, vis. 
r. That tho' it is in che Word of God requi- 
red that there ſhou'd be Order and Govern- 
ment in the Church, yet that God has no 
where injoin'd any particular Form of Go- 
yernment, to be practized and ſubmitted un- 


O 


Co): - 
to by every Church: As alſo that the preſent 
Government of the Church of England, as to 
the Eſſentials of her Hierarchy, doth: agree 

with the Government of the Primitive 

1. Tho it is required in the Word of God, 
Thar there ſhould be Order and Govern- 
ment in his Church; yet He has no where 
therein injoin'd his Church to ſubmit univer- 
ſally to any one ſpecial Form of Government, 
excluſive of all others. It is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to prevent Conſuſions and Diſorders in 
the Church, that there ſhould be ſome Order 
and Government maintained and practiced in 
his Church, who is the God of Order, and 
not of Confuſion; and therefore He has com- 
manded, that all things therein ſhould be 
done decently and in order: For the better 
ſulfilling of which Apoſtolical Canon, He has 
laid down General Directions, how both the 
Officers and Members of the Church are to 
be qualified, as alſo how they ought to be- 
have themſelves. But as to the particular 
kind of Government to be exerciſed in the 

Church, he ſeems to be in his Word alto- 
gether ſilent, leaving it to the ſeveral 
Churches, to practice that particular kind 
of Government, which may. be found to 
be moſt agreeable; ro rhe. particular and 
ſpecial Circumſtatices of the ſeveral Church- 
es. Therefore ſeeing that this is one of 
thoſe things, which , tho it is in general 
commanded that it ſhould. be, is yet, as wo 
the ſpecial kind thereof, left to the particular 
Determination and Choice of every Church; 

e as 
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| unreaſonable to require, or expect, chat ſhe 
ſhould change or alter it. 

2. The preſent Government of the Engliſh 
Church doth, as to the Eſſentials of her Hie- 
rarchy, agree with the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church. The” there are ſome things in 


the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Government, 
which many of her Members would rejoyce 


o ſee a Regulation of; yet as to the Eſſenti- 
W als of that Hierarchy, it muſt be acknow- 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 'that there is a very 


and the Modern Government of the Church 
of England. To manifeſt this Conformity 
between the Government of the Catholick 
Church in the Apoſtolick Ages of the World, 
and the Modern Government of the Church 


Into the Government then exerciſed in the 
Church, and compare the prefent Govern- 
ment of the Engliſh Church therewith. Be- 
Iides the many ſubaltern Offices in the Pri- 
mitive Church, which (the uſe of them be- 


Ing perverted 'by the Romiſh Church from 
the firſt Deſign of their Inſtitution) are now 


pboliſhed by the Reformed, there were three 
Tncipal Offices i in the Church at that time, 


Biſhops, 


| 


as alſo that a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy has not 
only been of a long ftanding among us, but 
even from the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity : 
in England: As alſo, that it has, and is ftill 
found to be the moſt agreeable and convenient 
Government for the Exgliſ Church; it is 


kdged, by any that is at all acquainted with 


great Agreement between the Ancient Diſci- 
pline in the Apoſtolick Ages of the Church, 


of England, more convincingly, I ſhall look 


"* 
* A , 
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Biſhops Prieſts, and Deacons. To theſe, 
Men qualified for them, were, by Faſting, 
and Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, in a 
very ſolemn manner ordained, The Dea- 
cons (to mention the Duties of their Functi- 


on in the firſt; place) were an inferiour Or- 


der of Miniſters in the Primitive Church, 


Vvho were ordained to Preaching the Goſpel, 


and had a Power alſo to Baptize, beyond 


Which their Authority did not extend in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Matters: for as to the Sacrament 


of the Supper, they were allowed to do no 
more than aſſiſt the Biſhop or Presbyter in 
the Celebration thereof, by delivering the E 
lements to the People. The next Order to 
theſe, were the Presbyters; Theſe were or- 


dained to the Celebration of all the ſeveral 


Services of the Miniſtry, and who therefore 


had a Right, not only with the Deacons to 


Preach and Baptize, but alſo to Adminiſter 
the Sacrament of the Supper in the Biſhop's 
abſence: There were ſeveral of either of 


_ theſe Orders in moſt Churches. The highell 


Office in the Church was the Biſhop, who 


| preſided over all the reſt. Whether this Of: 


ſice in the Church was of a Divine Inſtitut! 


on, or whether he were no more than a 
 Presbyter, choſen to that Precedency over hi 


Fellow-Presbyiers' by the conſent and Su 
frage of the Presbyters of that Church, over 
which he preſided, as it is a Dobbt which can 


not be eaſily reſolv'd ; ſo this is certain, that 


he had the Precedency and chief Rule in tha 


Church where he was Biſhop. Now if . 


compare the Government of the Church o 
ets Eng lau. 


(6). 


England at preſent, with the Ancient Go- 


vernment of the Catholick Church in the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, we ſhall ſee a very 
great Agreement between them. In tlie 
Church of England there are Deacons ap- 
pointed to the very fame Work, which the 


Deacons of Old were imployed in; our Dea- 
cons are {.llowed to perform no other Mini- 


ſterial Function, but Preaching and Baptizing, 


and delivering the Elements ac the Lord's 


Supper. In the Church of Eng/an# there are 
alſo Presbyters, authorized to diſcharge all 
the Duties of the Paſtoral Office, as thoſe of 
the Ancient Church were. And over both 
theſe Biſhops preſides, as the chief Rulers in 
their reſpective Sees. There is alſo this A- 
greement between the Primitive Church for- 


merly, and the Church of Exgland now. 


Thar as all choſe ſeveral Offices were then ex. 
ecuted, not by Laymen, but by certain Per- 
ſons ſolemnly ordained thereunto; ſo in the 
Engliſh Church now, all thoſe who execute 
* Office of a Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, 


muſt be in Orders. This is ſuch an Agree- 


ment in Government with the Primitive 
Church, as is not to be found in any other 
Form of Church-Government whatſoever. 
In the Presbyterian Model of Government, 
there is but one of theſe three Offies, vi. 
Biſhops or Presbvters, which you will call 
them. And tho” in the Independent Model 
there are three diſtin& Fcclefiaftical Offices; 
yet rwo of them, contrary to the Practice of 
all Antiquity, are born and executed by Lay- 
men. 1 ſhall only add one thing more, That 
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as then all the Power of Legiſlature to 


which the Church pretends, was lodged ig 


their Synods, who had the Authority of ma- 
king Canons and Conſtitutions, for the bet- 
ter management of the ſeveral Churches, as 
alſo of determining all Doubts and Contro- 
verſies in Matters of Faith; ſo now all the 
Power, to which the Church pretends of 


that nature, is lodged in this Church in 


her National and Provincial Convocations. 
The great Difference therefore between the 
Diſcipline of the Ancient Church, and the 
Modern Government of the Engliſb Church, 


ſeems to lie here: In the Primitive Church 


the Presbyters had no ſettled Cure, but were 
ſent by the Biſhop to preach and exerciſe 


their Miniſtry, where there was the greateſt | 


hopes of propagating the Goſpel ; whereas 
now, fince the general Converſion of the 


Nation, and the Endowment of Parochial | 


Churches by the pious Munificence of Lay- 
Patrons, the Presbyters in the Church have 
fix d and certain Cures. This is fo far from 


being any Corruption, that it is a very great 


Advantage, both to the Church, and her Oft- 
cers, to have them ſo very well provided for 


in their reſpective Cures ; and that their Con- 


dition of Life is now abundantly more fixed, 
than when obliged to go from place to place, 
as the Biſhop ſaw occaſion. In the Ancient 
Church alſo, the Right of Electing to any 

Eccleſiaſtical Office, ſeems to have been veſt- 
ed in the People, by whoſe Suffrage thoſe 
who were advanced in the Church were 
choſen; whereas now the right of preſenting 


2? SD! 0 
8 Ss OS SSS SF FSF SSF SZ. SFK gegessen s 


to 


„„ 

to Eccleſiaſtical Cures is lodg d in the Hands of 
the Lay · patrons. It is difficult indeed to give 
any certain Account how this Right came to 
be transferred from the Pepple to the Patron, 
tho I look upon this as a probable Account 
thereof. When the Churches were, upon 
the general Converſion of the Kingdom, 
founded and endowed. by the pious Munift- 
cence. of the ſeveral Lords of Maunors, Who 
erected and endowed Parochial Churches for 
the ue of themſelves and Tenants in their 
reſpective Royalties, they did (as eſteeming 
it equal that thoſe, at whoſe charge the Mi- 
niſter was maintained, ſhould 3 him) 
reſerve the Right of Eleching and Preſenting 
a Miniſter, to ſerve in their own Church, to 
themſelves and their Heirs. As this ſeems to 
have been che Original of the Patron sright of 
Preſentation, ſo that it is thus, is many times 
of advantage to the Church: For if the Vu 
gar were now to elect their own Miniſters, 
ſuch is the Corruption of Mens Minds and | 
Manners, that we have juſt ground to fear 
they would not always make che beſt choice 
for themſelves. But yet I could heartily wiſh 
that there were a Mean found out to pre- 
ſerve the Patron's Right, and ſo far to reſtore 
the Primitive Practice, that Miniſters might 
not be thruſt. upon Pariſhes againſt cheirown 
Conſent. . There ſeems alſo to ſome to be a- 
nother difference between the Ancient and 
Modern Diſcipline of the Church, which is 
this; The Extent of the Biſhop's Juriſdiction 
ſeems then not to have been near ſo large as 
now. About this there have been various 
| Opinions ; 


A . 
Opinions; and after all that has been ſaid by 
the one ſide, or the other, it remains doubt- 
ful, whether at firſt the Limits of their Juriſ- 
diction were confined within the compaſs of 
one fingle Congregation, or no. There are 
many Expreſſions in Antiquity, that would 
induce us to believe that it was; tho' the 
Numbers of Subaltern Officers, in ſome 
Churches eſpecially, do render it very pro- 
bable, that their Juriſdiction did extend to 
more Societies of Chriſtians, than one. In 
this uncertainty, it is poſſible that the Bi- 
ſhop's Juriſdiction anciently was not, on the 
one hand, ſo narrow as ſome would make 
it!; nor yet, on the other hand, fo wide as 
others. And ir ſeems now to be ſome diſad- 
vantage to the Engliſh Church, that ſome of 
the Sees are ſo very large, that it is very dif- 
ficult for any one Man to diſcharge his Epiſ- 
copal Charge as he ought to do. It were 
therefore to be wiſh'd, That che Extent of e- 
very Dioceſs were reduced to ſuch a Ptopor- 
tion, that at leaſt every Countv in England 
might have its own Biſhop. But yet, tho 
this is a very great diſadvantage to the 
Church, and renders the Epiſcopal Office too 
great a Burden for pne Man's Shoulders; it 
is but an accidental Difformity at moſt, which 
there is in this reſpect between the Ancient 
and Modern Government of the Church. 


And this Difformity will appear yet leſs, if | 


we conſider, that the Extent of the Epiſco- 
pal Juriſdiction as to place, is no where limi- 
red in Scripture; as alſo how uncertain we 
are, what was the Extent of the Ancient 

9 Oo Dioceſes. 


. hes | 
5 There are indeed ſome other * | 
ruptions crept into the Government of the 
Engliſh Church, which are neceſſary to bs 
amended; bur yer there is nothing in that 


Hierarchy, which can cauſe any Man, that . 


conſiders the Government of the Primitive 


Church, and how near ours doth agree there. 


unto, fo wiſh for, or . deſire its Aboliſhment 
and Extirpation. For that it is the Govern- 
ment of the Church of Rome, is no Arg ument - 
at all for its being laid aſide by us; fot tho 
we oughe to + aq all the Corruptions of that 
Church, yet for the ſake of Theſe we ought 
not to reſect thoſe things which are agreeable 
to Seripttire and Antiquity, 'tho? hey are 
practiſed 0 thoſe of that Commutiioh. To 
conclude therefote, as I can Re no Resto | 
why any ſhould defire re the Extirpation of 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy in England; ſo I think 
it unreaſonable to demand the Alteration of 
that Government, which has 2255 o long 
kractiſed | in the Engliſh Church. | 


Obje & 8 Ir may perhaps. be edel 67 
ſome againſt an Union, That! it will be in vain 
to make any Propoſals for an Union, unleſs, 
as a Preliminary thereunto, tlie Church of 
England will promiſe not to require the uſe of 
her Liturgy; for as much as they look upon 
i: unlawful to impoſe any Form of Prayer to 
be uſed univerſally, by thoſe who do offici- 


Nate as Miniſters in the Church; That they be- 
leve that the Impoſition of theſe, and the ty- 
ing up every Miniſter to a preſcrib'd Form of 
Words ffotn which they mult not vary, is aVio- 

F lation 


660 


/ lation of AT Liberty, 40 a ce | 


to che Uſe and Improvement of thoſe Gifts 
and Talents, which God has given Minifters 
5 * the Edification of the Church. 


. The Subſtance of what is aledg'a 
4 an Union in this Objection, is this; 


That tho” it be lawful to uſe a preſetib'd | 


Form of Prayer, yet it is unlawful to impoſe 
one, for that ſuch an Impoſition is a Violati- 
on of our Chriſtian Liberty, and a hindrance of 
the Improvement of our Miniſterial Talents. 
The manifeſting Two things, will anſwer the 
Objection fully, viz. Thar the requiring the 
Uſe of a Publick Form of Worſhip, is no Vi- 
olation at all of Chriſtian Liberty, or Hin- 


drance of the Improvement of our Miniſterial | 


Talents, As alſo, That tho' there are. ſome 
things in.the Publick Prayers of the Church, 


the Amendment whereof many ſober and 


pious Men wiſh for; yet as to the Subſtance 
thereof it is excellently fitted and adapted 
for N ue 

The requiring the Uſe ay a Publick Forin 


of Worſhip is no Violation of Chriſtian Liber- 


ty, or Hindrance to the Improvement of our 
Miniſterial Talents That rhe Uſe of Set 
Forms is lawful, is acknowledged by moſt; 

.tho' if it were denyed, the Publick Liturgics 
of ſeveral ot the Ancient Churches, which no 


doubt were deſigned for the Uſe of them, do 


evidence that chey were uſed very early in 
ſeveral of the Zafters Churches. We have 
the Remains of ſeveral of them, tho' much 
corrupted by the Church of Rome, to e 
| | ay. 


5 1 6; * 5 
Day. Neither is it any Argument l 


the Antiquity. of thoſe Liturgles, or their be- 


ing uſed. by the Churches whoſe Name the; 


bear, that they are ſo grolly incerpolared by, ; 


the Church of Rome: Tbis is indeed an Ar- 


gument of their being corrupted. but not 


ttt they are wholly ſpurigus. The great 
thing therefore objected as to theſe püblick 


Forms, is not againſt the lawfulneſs of their 


Uſe, but of their. Impoſition; for it is urge 


by theſe Men, chat the Church has no Au- 
thority to impoſe any Set Forms, to be uni- 


verſally uſed dy her Miniſters; That this is a 
Violation of Chriſtian Liberty, and. a Hin- 
drance to che Improvement of our Miniſte- 
rial Talents. I confeſs, if the Liturgy \ Were 
ſo far impoſed, as that we were forbid to 
pray at all in any other Words, we might 
then indeed object againſt the Impoſition 
thereof as a Violation of Chriſtian Liberty, 
and a Hindrance to the Improvement of our 
Miniſterial Talents: But ſeeing we are not 
forbid to pray for the Supply of the Wants 
either of our ſelves, or of that particular 
place where we are called to Miniſter in Ho- 
ly things, in Words and Expreſſions adapted 

and ſuſted to our, or their, preſent Circum- 
ſtances, I cannot ſce where the Strength and 


| Conſequence of the Objection lies. Tho we 
are enjoined to offenup the Publick Requeſts 


of the Church in Words injoiged and requir 
red by her Governours ; if there be nothing 


ſinful in the Forms preſcribed, I know nor 


where the unlawfulneſs of their Preſcriprion 
lies, neither can I ſee how it can be any Barr 
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. 
to Chriſtian Liberty, tho? they are impoſed 
by the Church. I ſhall only add one rhing 
more, That as Prayer is an asking of God 
the Mercies we ftand in need of; fo it is but 
reaſonable, that thoſe publick Mercies which 
we all ſtand in need of, every where and at all 
times, ſhould be petitioned for by all in the 
_ fame Words. JJ) Ss > 
2. Tho there are ſome things in the Li- 
turgy, for the Amendment of which many 
pious and ſober Men wiſh; yet as to the Sub- 
ſtance thereof it is excellently fitted for the 
publick Uſe of the Church. And tho' ſome 
things therein may be liable to Exception, 
er it muſt be acknowledged by unprejudic'd 
erſons, that it equals, if not excells, every 
thing of this nature in the World; neither 
do 1 think, whatever particular Defects it 
may have, that any Publick Form of Prayer 
in any Church whatever, excells the Publick 
Prayers of the Church of England, for its Pi- 
thineſs, Comprehenſiveneſs, and Copiouſheſs ' 
of Expreſſion. How full and and affeftio- 
nate are its Petitions! How comprehenſive, 
but copious is the Senſe, and how nature! 
and ſmooth are the Expreſſions thereof! In 
this excellent Liturgy, the Supply of all the 
Publick Neceſſities of the Church in genera, 
and of her Members in particular, are in ve- 
ry copious, but comprehenſive Terms pray'd 
for. And [that which adds a yet greater va- 
lue unto it, ] theſe things are asked in Words, 
not only expreſlive of the Things prayed for, 
but adapted alſo to excite, raiſe and engage 
the Affections of the humble Suppliant. In 
| | 8 | 4à word, 


#5 Sth 


4 word, there is one continued Vein of hum- 


ble Devotions, and pious Affections, that runs 
tchro the whole thereof. Thus much 1 have 
preſumed to affitm concerning its Excellency 


| and Uſefulneſs, tho to give a juſt and true ac- 
count thereof, muſt b the dad * an ** 
"OE r mine. 


30571 11 may 1 be ob jecded by 


ſome again this Union, That tho oh Church 


ſhould grant all that ſome very Moderate 
Diſſenters may require, that then the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church will not pleaſe every 
Body, but will be ſtill liable to Exceptions; 
and that therefore it is better that things 
ſhould continue as they are, ſeeing that this 
Complyance of the Church will not heal the 
Breach, but only divide the Diſſenters, and 


- weaken their Intereſt by drawing over . 


of their Members to the 


Kephy There are three LEE in this Ob- 
1 which I ſhall conſider; namely, That 
if thoſe things which are excepted againſt, 
ſhould be aboliſh'd, or left indifferent, that 
yet the Churches Conſticution would not 
pleaſe every body, but would ſtill be liable 
to Exceptions; as alſo, that this Comply- 
ance of the Church would not heal the 
Di but only weaken the Intereſt of the 

iſſenters, by drawing ſome of their Mem- 


bers over to the Communion of the Church c 


of 8 „ 
1. It is * as a Plea againſt this Union, 
"T4 That 
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That if the Church were bronglit to TY a 
Temper, as to aboliſh, or at ſeaſt to leave 


the Rires excepted againſt as indifferent in 


their Uſe, as they are in their Nature, that 
yet this would not pleaſe and ſatisfie every 
Man, but ſome would ſtill be diſcontented. 


In anſwer to this, I grant, That it is impoſ- 


ſible, by the utmoſt Endeavours of pious and 
"peaceable Men, to pleaſe al Men. The 
Peſign therefore if preſſing this Matter upon 


the Church, is not with any hopes of plea- 


fing all Men: For I am fatisfied, rhat there 
are many Men, who ate reſblved not to be 


fatisfied ; whoſe Separation from the Church, 


às it is not grounded upon An⁰ů Pretence of 


Neaſon, Ho*they will neveF'be ſatisfied, or 


by any Reaſons prevailed with to return to 
an Union and Communion with her. Some 
of the Diſſenters are poſſeſſed with ſuch a 
Spirit of Contradiction, that it $ impoſſible 
to ſatishe them by the utmoſt Endeavours of 
reaſonable Men. Ir is not the Satisfaction 
of theſe Men, who ate Tefolved to be 
tronbleſome, that Lam labouring to procure, 
neither do I endeavour after an Union with 
theſe, for this were to ſtriye at Impoſſibili- 
ties. My great Deſign therefore in thus ear- 
neſtiy perſwadin the Chüfch to ſeek an U- 
nion with her illenting Brechten, at the 
Expence of indifferent Rites, which are not 
aptly neceſſary for the” Decency of the 
"Worſhip, is (if poſſible) to bring things to 
ſuch atemper, that the feaſonable and modeſt 
Diſſenters may have Satisfaction, and that the 
reft may be left inerculable For this muſt 
and 
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| 1 will be the Conſequence of the Church's 
Clemency. The Reaſonable Men among 
the Diſſenters will return to the Communion 
of the Church, and the Separation of the reſt 
will then appear, when that their Pretences 
of ſeparating are taken away, more evident- 
ly to be the Effect, not of a tender Conſci- 
ence, but perverſe Obſtinacy. By this In- 
ſtance of Clemency and Condeſcenſion to her 
weak Brethren, the Reputation of the Church 
will be advanced, and the Credit of her ob- 
ſtinate and rebel Sons Al, be greatly lef- 
ſened. 

2. It is farther Opjected, That tho” thoſe. 
Things which are excepted againſt were left 
indifferent, the, Church, would {till be liable 
to Exceptions. 1 grant it; for it is impoſſible 
that in this imperſect State the Conſtitution 
of the Church ſhauld ever be reduced to ſuch 
a State of ſinleſs Perfection, as to be wholly 
without ſpot or blemiſh. Tho' if this were 
not only poſſible, but actually ſo, yet then 
the Church would not be ſafe from the Ca- 
vils and Exceptions of .unreaſonable Men: 
For, if the innocent Life of our dear Re- 
deemer was not free from the Reproaches of 
his Enemies, tho? his Life were a Pattern of 
Perfect and Celeſtial Holineſs ;_ much leſs can 
we think or expect, that the Church, tho 
her Conſtitution were never ſo pure, and free 
from Sin, ſhould. be exempted from being li- 
able to the Exceptions of ſuch as theſe. It is 
the peculiar Immunity and Happineſs of the 
Church triumphant in Heaven, to be both 
PR: and, ds Up Reproach her 19 | 
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and alſo to be ſale from all the Exceptions 


here made againſt her. Unleſs, therefore, we 


could either hope that it were poſlible for the 


Church Militant here on Earth to be capable 


of a Community of Privileges with the 


Church triumphant in Heaven, by being, as 


That is, exempted and freed from al-manner 


of Sin, and every Blemiſh; or that the ſame 
Spirit of Love and Charity which poſſeſſes 
and reigns in the Breaſt of every glorious An- 


gel and holy Soul in Heaven, would ſubdue 


and captivate the Spirit of every turbulent 


and unquiet Perſon on Earth; it is not to be 
hoped that the Church will be ſecure from 
the Slanders and Exceptions of thoſèe whole 


Delight it is to find fault with, and ſþeak evil, 


of things they know not. That a Church is 


liable to Exceptions, is not a juſtifiable Cauſe 
of Separation from her, unleſs that we our 
ſelves have any juſt matter of Exception d- 
- gainſt her. Farther, No Excęptions againſt 


a Church are juſtifiable, unleſs the Things ex. 


' Cepted againſt can be proved by us to be, 


from the expreſs Warrant of the Scriptures, 


. uſnlawlyl :' This nothing can ever be proved 
to be, if it be not apainft that Word of 


Truth which is the compleat Rule of Faith 
3nd Obedience. For if a Church's being li- 
able ro Exception be any juſtifiable Warrant 
to withdraw our ſelves from her Communion, 


then we muſt have Communion with no 


Church” on Earth: For, What Church is 
there which is not liable to Exceptions? This 
ſhould farisfie every reaſonable Man, that if 
he is convinced in his own Mind that there 

I Cs EM | J 
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is coli fn, which he is obliged to do 
as a Member of that Church, with whom he 
is in Communion; no pretence of ſome things 
being inexpedient or unneceſſary therein, can 


Expedient or Inexpedient, but Lawful or Un- 
lawful, ought 1 to be the Meaſure of our Obe- 
q dience. I 
2. It is urged, d, That this Conddfcenfon of 

the Church; 
excepred againſt indiff ent, will not heal the 
Breach, but only leſſen it, by drawing off 
many of the Diſſenters from that Intereſt, I 
confeſs; that I do not believe or expect, that 
this Condefcenſion on the Church's part will 
altogether heal the Breach: fer I am perfwa- 
| ded that there is a Generation of Men in the 


World, whoſe Intereſt it is to embroil the 


Church, and heighten our Differences. There 
are others who are poſſeſſed with a Spirit of 


Oppoſition, whoſe Delight therefore it is to 


fiſh in troubled Was There are others, 
whoſe Prejudices are ſo great, that they can- 


not be eaſily (at leaſt preſently ) ſurmount- 
ed. All theſe are, and will be, averſe to any 


Union. Therefore rho” Þ cannot hope, that 
by this means the Breach will be quite heal- 


ed; yet 1 am perſwaded, if che Church 


| would but come ro any Temper as to tbeſe 
Matters in Diſpute, that the Wound, which 
is now very great, would be very much leſ- 
ſened. By this means, rho! not all, yet very 
many of the Diſſenters, and which is moſt 
8 0 * learned and . 
ST. 


juſtifie bis Separation from it. For, as an 
Excefferit Divitie well obſerves, Not Things 


in leavin the Things which are 
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perſons of that Party, would be brought over 
to the Intereſt of the Church. By the Ac- 
ceſſion of theſe to her Intereſt, the Church 
would not only receive a very great addition 
to her Strength; but the Diſſenting Intereſt, 
which is now very ſtrong, would in all pro- F 
babilicy be thereby-terribly ſhattered. And 45 
That Intereſt grows ſo ſtrong, and the Num- 
bers of thoſe who withdraw their Communi- ; 
on from Her are ſo many, that I think it 


highly concerns the Church to conſider of i 
ſome Methods to OR 50 ane, and leſſen Irin 
the 881 71 "17 will 


Objett, 10. * may e ih VOM will 
| Thar an Union between the Church. men and tber 
the reaſonable Diſſenters would be ſo tar whii 
from being an Advantage to, or the Intereſt ofth 
of the Nation, that it would be very dange- 
rous, if not deſtructive, to the Civil Govern: 
ment of it. This (ſome may, fay )..would re 
move the preſent Ballance, on which the Sc 


curity of the State doth depend; And that, ng 
as it is the Honour of His Majeſty to hold Npreat 
the Ballance of Europe, by maintaining an Wh. '\ 


Equilibrium among the ſeueral States there- Ws, 
of; 10 alſo the ſame Policy requires, that at Ned. 
hots the Ballance between the Church and br t 
State ſhould be kept ſo ſteady, chat the Civil ey, 


Government be not overtop'd by the Eccle- aſtic 
ſiaſtical Power; and that this would be the Oppo 
certaany Conſequence: of ſuch an Union. Who nd 
would (may theſe Men ſay) have. deſired bnleſ 


that «Spain ſhould ever have fallen under the 


9 and into the Intereſt of e 
. of 
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for Me fake of the ſpecious Name of Unity: 
In like manner, if the Church were rendred 
ſtrong by the Re-union'of the Diſſenters 
thereunto, it would again overtop the State, 
and we ſhould be, as in the Times of Pope- * 
ry, again Prieſt- ridden, and enfſlaved to the 

2 1 x Humours of the Clergy. | 


Reply. The Serenlech of the Objettion I lies 
here, That an Union between the Church- 
men and the modeſt Diſſenters, will be a De- 
ttiment to the Civil Sovernment, in that it 
will remove the preſent Ballance between 
the Church and State, the Removal where 
will be prejudicial! ro the latter; and that 
therefore, to prevent any Inconveniency 
which' may accrue to the State by a Rembyal 
of the preſent Ballance, it is neceſſary to keep 
p the preſent Diviſions in the Church; leſt 
being united within her ſelf, the preſent Bat 
lance ſhould be loſt; and the Church , grown 
potent by the Re. union of the Diſſenters to 
her, ſhould overtop rhe Civil State, to the 
reat Damage of the Kingdom. Theſe ate 
the Maxis Upon which (it is feared) ſome 
lefgning Politicians, who are more concern- 
d, if not for their own Intereſt, yet at leaſt 
for the Welfare of the State, than of the 
hurch, do go: They think that the Eccle- 
ſtaſtical and Civit Stare are ſo contrary and 
oppoſite, that they cannot ſubſiſt together; 
and that therefore the State cannot proſper, 
unleſs the Church be oppreſſed and divided. 
o cut the Sine ws off, and give a full Anſwer 
o tlils Objection, it is neceſſary to wh 

: ot 


their Policy is laid, is this, That the Eccleſ- 


N 
1 the Impierg and Folly of this pretended 
Policy. 2 

1. This is an impious and finful. Policy. tical 
Such indeed is the Wickedneſs and 5 opp 
thereof, that every good Man ought to ab. I and 
hor and deteſt it. Thoſe certainly who op- 
poſe an Union among Proteſtants upon this | 
account, whatever Profeſſion of Religion they 
may. make, do not herein act either as Chri- 
ans or Proteſtants. The Maxim upon 
Which all their Policy is built, is the higheſt 
and moſt impious Reflection which Men can 
40 paſſbly caſt upon the Saviour of the World 
his, Apoſtles, who are the Authors of all 
that Power the Church is entruſted with. 
The Maxim upon which the whole Scheme of! 


aſtical and Civil Power are contrary to each 
other, and that therefore the Encreaſe of the 
one muſt neceflarily-be the Diminution of the] 
other. This Maxim is both falſe in it ſelf, 
and a profane Reflection upon Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. To aflert this, is to profeſs that © 
they believe, Chriſt and his Apoſtles came, Har 
in the literal ſenſe of the Words, to ſend a UDO 
Sword upon the Earth, to diſturb the Peace feſt, 
of the World, and deſtroy i its Order, by ſet-W Po 
ting up a Power in the Church Jeſtructive Cle 
to Civil Government: This is ſuch a Refe- Tin 
ction upon Chriſt, the Author of our Holy I de 
Religion, and ſo contrary to his Deſign who Con 
bas made Obedience to Magiſtrates one great ¶ fai 
Branch and Duty of Religion, that a good Mor 
Man cannot but reject it with Indjgnation- juſt 


2. Thoſe Con 


. 1 . 

20 Thoſe who are influenced by ſuch Poli- 

tical Conſiderations. as. theſe, to hinder and 
oppoſe an Union between che Church men 

— the Diſſenters, are guilty of as much Fol · 
ly as Impiety ; As therefore good Men will 
reje& their Policy for its Impiety, fo a wiſe 
Man will explode it for its Folly. The Folly 


of this pretended Policy is demonſtrable i in 


theſe two Particular | 
1. A Comprehenſion will not remove the 
preſent Ballance between the Church and 


Sate, as is pretended, and therefore can be 


no Detriment to the Civil Power. Methinks 
would charitably hope that there are none 
eſpecially among our Rulers, who are ated 
by Politicks, which cannot be urged without 
Impiety, or practiſed without Folly ; but 
yet if this be really an Objection wich any a- 
winſt a Comprehenſion, it muſt have recei- 


Jed its Original and Riſe from the ill Uſe the 


Church- men ( as Hiſtory informs us) made 
of their Power, when it was fully in their 
Hands, by their conſtant Encroachments 
upon the Rights of the Civil State. Ir is con- 
eſt, che Miſimprovements of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, and the imperious Carriage of the 
Clergy, even to Crowned Heads, in the 
Times of Popery, when the Clergy with an 


uncontrouled Sway domineered over the 


Conſciences of Men, may juftly make us a- 
fraid of falling any more under their Domi- 
Mon and Tyranny : But yet, tho' we have 
juſt Cauſe to be afraid of the Tyranny of the 
Popiſh Clergy, we have no reaſon to fear a 
Comprehenlion ; for it is a great Miſtake in 

any 


ge 1 
any to apprehend, that this will remove the 
Preſent Ballance, which only can be pre- 


tended as a Reaſon” of the Danger which 


theſe apprehend may accrue to the State from 


this Union. If indeed by this Union the 


Church's Power and Authority would be 
enlarged, or her Wealth encreaſed , there 
might be ſome Ground for theſe Fears, and 
conſequently ſome Reaſon for this Objection. 
But if by a Comprehenſion, tho' the Terms 
of Communion would be ſomewharenlarged, 
and her Members thereby become (we hope) 
more numerous, there would yet be no en- 


creaſe of her Power and Authority, as diſtinct 


from the Civil State; the Ballance would 


ſtill continue as it is betwixt the Church and 


State, and no Danger would ariſe upon that 


account to the State from a Comprehenſion. 


I cannot therefore but obſerve, that the In- 
ſtance alledged in the Objection will not an- 
ſwer the End for which it is brought: For 
France, and the other States of Europe, have 
contrary Intereſts, and are oppoſite each to 

other; and therefore the Enlargement of the 
Power of France muſt be a leſſening to that 
of the neighbouring States: But the Church 
and State are not thus contrary each to 04 


ther; but their Intereſts are inter woven, 10 


that the Proſperity of the one is the Advan- 
tage of the other. 


Addition of Spain to France, there would nog 
only be an Enlargement of her Dominions, 
but alſo an Encreaſe of her Power; Which 
being already ſo great as to make her form 
dable to the neighbouring States, it is * 

> W 


Add to this, That by the 


f 
, 


| + ; 
Intereſt to prevent this Union: But this can- 

not be pleaded by any againft a Comprehien- 
ſion ; for neither is the Church's Power at 

S preſent formidable to the State, nor yer 
would it by the Re-union of the Diſſenters 
to her be made ſo, in that by this Union her 

Authority would not be at all increaſed. To 
& conclude this Argument, As it is the Honour 
| of His Majeſty, by holding the Scale of E- 
rope in his Hand, to maintain and preſerve 
the preſent Peace inviolable; fo it will be the 
immortal Honour of, His Majeſty, and thoſe 
worthy Patriots of their Country whoſe Pro- 
vince it is to engage ini this great and weigh- 
ty Enterprize, to reſtore in ſome meaſure the 
Peace of our Engliſp Iſrael, which has been a 
great while torn and rent by inteſtine Diviſi- 
ons about Matters of very little moment. 
The Accompliſhment of this great Work will 

for ever redound to the Honour of thoſe who 
ſhall be the happy Inſtruments of effecting it; 
and the Advantages accruing, not only to 
the preſent, but to ſucceeding Ages alſo from 

it, will be ſo great, that the Generations to 

il come will riſe up and call them Bl/eg. 

hi 2. An Union between the Church-men 
and Diſſenters, would greatly ſtrengthen the 

Civil State. So far would a Comprehenſion 
be from being dangerous or deſtructive to the 
WM Government of the Nation, that it would on 
the contrary be a very great Advantage to 
it: for nothing can ſtrengthen the Civil State 
like an Union in the Church. By this means 
thoſe Factions which divide the State, and a- 

tle from the Differences in Religion, would 


be 


mY _ | 3 
be extinguiſhed, and the Power of Religion j 
would get ground in the Hearts of Men; 
than which nothing can tend more to the | 
Safety of the Civil Government. Nothing I f& 
can be a ftronger Tye upon Men to obey C 
the Civil Power, than the Obligation of ol 
Conſcierice ; nothing can influence the Con- dc 
ſciences of Men like the powerful Influences W mi 
of that Religion which teaches Men for Con- af 
ſcience ſake to be ſubject to the Higher Pow- WW 70! 
ers, as Miniſters of God to them for good. MW m 
Whatever therefore advances the Life and 
Power of the true Religion ih a Kingdom, ; 
doth very much advance the Security of the MW wt 
Civil State. For if there be nothing elſe but IM anc 
the Ties of Intereſt or Fear, without any in. 
ward Principle of Religion, to keep Men 
within the Bounds of their Duty to the Civil 
Powers, the Government will ſtand upon a 
very uncertain Foundation; and will be con- 
tinually in danger of being overturned, when 
Either the Intereſts' of Men change, or the | 
Grounds of Fear, whereby Men of faCtious 
Spirits are contained within che Bounds of 
their Duty, by the encreaſe of their Power 
are taken away. Hence is it, that he who 
converſes with Books will find, that the De- 
clenſion of the Power of Religion in a King- 
dom, has uſually been a ſad Preſage of the 
Deſtruction of the Civil State. To wind up 
this Argument, If nothing can be fo great a 
Security and Support to the Civil State, as 
che Power of Religion, and nothing can ad- 
Fance the Life and Power of Religion ſo 
much as an Union among the Proſeſſors ” 5 
| | STAR then 
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a Jetween' ths ech den and 
bh Reaſonable a ＋ Modeſt Illenters, would 


the con rary,' it a be che Sed rity of the 
Chen State. I half aud nh _ bur only 
obſerve, That as it is the Inter Ef che We 
dom, that Religion and Unity ſhould be pro- 
10000 ſo chofe Politicians who 0p poſe nd 
ifs afraid' of an Union among us, 2 dang 
roud to the e are ISL, hack 
miſtaken. | 5 ; 
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Thus bake 1 de diver? RO "IT | 


why an Union betwixe the CHurch of Englond 
and the Reaſonable Sooners, [8 VELY « def ra- 
ble, and ought to be endeavs 197 after by 

all who have any regard either to. the et 
fare of Religion or their Country. L have ag 
0 impartially, and Without Prejudi ice, conſt. 
dered what is, or may (with any colour a 
1 be IS of a = IN it. an 
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. eden) NN vi 1 Wiese very much 
- Wedvance the Honour and Intereſt of the Eng- 
% Church. I ſhall only add, this, Thar as 


the reſtleſs Endeavours of < i its from 
without, and het inteſtine. 5 0 ns from 
within, which are of ſo much Advantage to 
the Papiſts, put me at firſt upon this Work; 
0 the following Ee were (without 


o far from bt dangerous; to, that on 


-1 
Ide Danger of che Proteſtant WS 9B, from 
a 


any 
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any regard to the particular and private In. 
tereſt of any Party of Proteſtants) calculated 
by the. Author of them, to promote and ad- 
yance the Honour of Religion, the Intereſt 
of the Church, and the Welfare and Advan- B 
tage of the Kingdom, * 


5 Propoſal 1. That no i e 22 has one 

1 with. Cure of Souls worth 601. per An. 
real Value, or that Sum coming in yearly by or 
from any Eſtate Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, tage. 
tber with a Living with Cure of Souls of any 
Value whatever, ſhall be capable of taking anc- 
ther Benefice with Cure of Souls, without a Re- 
fignation of bis firſt Living or Benefice. And 10 


prevent Fraud in this matter, it # farther pro- 

poſed, That all Faculties be nulled and void. It 
x farther propoſed, That if any Perſon, having 
a Living with Cure of Souls under the Value a- 
foreſaid, ſhall afterward be preferred to another | 
Living with Cure of Souls abovs that Value, he 
be obliged to "Er the former Living, Its 

2 propoſed, That where any Perſon jual 

have two Livings, they ſhall lie ſo near, that le 
may perſonally ot lit them both, As alſo, That 


770 Incumbent, or Miniſter in any Market Town, 


ſhall be capable of any other wh without 4 
e of that. 


This Article is levelled againſt al Plurali 
ties, where the Smalineſs of the Maintenance 
doth not make it abſolutely neceſſary. Plu- 
ralities have with great reafon been, in all 
Churches whatever, reckoned a very great 
Corruption ; and therefore oughe to be 4 

| liſheo,! 


(683) 
liſhed, as much as poſſible, in a Church that 
pretends to be Reformed. There have been 
many Canons of Councils, and ſome Laws / 
Snade by Parliaments, againſt this Corrupti- 
Won: but notwichſtanding thee, there are ti!l 
Whameful Inſtances of the Avarice of many. 


eneral Detriment to Religion; ſor when. 
en ſee their Miniſters heaping up of Pre- 


here is no ſuch thing as Religion in the 
World, and that the Miniſtry is only a ſecu- 

Wir Frade and Employment whereby Learn- 
bd Men get Riches and Eſtates for them-' 
les and their Children; and not a Sacred 
unction, inſtituted and appointed for the 
od and Advantage of the People. Some 

Wiſhes indeed are ſo ill provided of a Mam- 
nance for their: Miniſters, that, without the 


Iſt; It were indeed to be wiſhed that this 
vl. were removed; and that the ſmall Li- 
Wigs were eicher by Law, or by the pious 
unificence of well diſpoſed. Perſons, aug- 
ented to ſuch a Proportion, that every Pa- 
h might be able to maintain its own Mini- 
&r; but until this be done, it is neceſſary. 
at in ſome caſes Pluralities ſhould be allow - 
. But however, ſeeing the very End and 
helign of endowing Parochial Churches was 
be more conſtant and regular Supply of the 
'eral Pariſhes; it is reaſonable that thoſe. 
ariſhes which have a competent Mainte- 
ance. for a: Miniſter, ſhould have their own 
cumbents to: officiate duely and conſtantly 
| | G 2 ˙ .- ampng 
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Jergy - men in this reſpect. Pluralities are a 


ments, they are tempted to believe that 


addition of another Cure, they cannot ſub- 


1 


8 


0 ” * » 
among them. But yet, tho by this Article 1 
would reſtrain Pluralities with Cure of Souls, 
yet would not put a Bat to any deſerving 
' Perſon's: reteiving Advantage from: thoſe 
Dignities which the Church has to diſpoſe: of 
for the Encouragement of Learning and 
Piety, and to which there is no Cure of Souls 

_ annexed theſe may be enjoyed by any who: 
have the Cure of Souls already committed un. 
to them, in that they do not interfere vi 
(EY oY e Set te oh 

1841 
Prog) 2. 2 bar every ** ts OY * 
bis Benefice\, except (uch as ba ve t Livings; 
in which caſe it (hall be eee gs the Mine: 
| 25 do reſide wi "ne op tbem. OF! 


Non Reſidence: is 1 en in 
the Church, which is the necsſſary Effet! 
and Conſequence of Pluralities: For if a Mi. 
niſter have mbre than one Living, he muſt! 
neceſſarily be for allowing Non-Refidence ; 
becauſe it is impoſſible that he Who has two 
Livings ſhould reſide upon both. The root- 
ing out therefore one of theſe Evils, will be a 
great ſtep to the rooting out the other. It is 
A horrible Shame, that ſome of the beſt: Li 
vings in England, for Maintenance, are ne- 
glected by their Miniſters, who hardly ever] 
come at them, except it be to receive their 
Rents; as tho there were no Proviſion for a 
Miniſter upon the place. This is not only a 
groſs Neglect of their Duty, who are obliged 


by their Functions to take care of the Souls A 
of wean oyer — they are ſet by the Pro- wer 


vidence 
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ſidence of God in Spiritual things; but it is 
a" Detriment to the Poor; for Minifters 
ought to ſer a good Example to their Flocks, 
and to uſe Hoſpitality and Charity. to the 
poor. But how can either of theſe be done 
by thoſe Miniſters, who hardly ever come at 
their Cure? It is an Obſervation, that (as 
the late Biſhop of Worceſter tells us) is made 
by the Canoniſt, That there zs no Command 
or Reſidence. in Scripture, becauſe the Nature 
of the. Duty requires it. Did Men but conſi- 
der the End of their, Miniſtry, and the Na- 
ture of that holy Office which they bear, 
they would not be ſo careful of the Fleece, 
and fo negligent of the Flock, as they gene- 
ally are. No wonder that there is ſo little 
erious Religion among us, when by many 
Paſtours there is ſo very little care taken to in- 
liruct or teach their People better by their 
—A — on 


Prop 3. That for the better Sanctification of 
pie Lord's Day, and Inſtruction of the People, 
wery Miniſter ſhall preach twice within bas Pa- 
nh every Lord's Day; or elſe ſpend as much 
Ime as will be equivalent thereunto, in Inſtrutt- 
mr bis Pariſhioners by, either Exp: ſion of the 
heriptures, or Catechizing of Youth ; except, b 

ſeaſon of the Deficiency of the Maintenance, 2 
e poſſeſſed of two Bene ſices, lying ſo near tage- 
Iter, that be ſupply them both ; in which caſe 
t [ball be ſufficient to preach once every Lord's 
Day in either Pariſh ; provided that this In- 
nition do not oblige; where Sickneſs, or any 
er extraordinary Accident doth prevent it. 


G 3 Much 


(8%). 


Much ds upon the putting this Articl 


in Execution: For by this means Minifters will 
be more ingaged in rheir Theologick Studies, 
to the increaſing of that very neceſſary part 
of Learning among the Clergy. The Lord' 
Day, a great part of which in many Coun. 
try-places, is now groſly. profaned, will be 
better ſanctified by the People; who alſo by 
this means will be better inſtructed in their 
Duty to God and the King. Frequent 
Preaching alſo will have a Tendency to kee 
Men to the practice of their Duty, by keep 
ing up the Spirit of Piety among them, Laſt 
ly, the Miniſtry by this means will grow in 
to Repute ; for the Honour of that Profeſſo 
depends upon fear and 1 Preact | 
ing. | | 


Prop. 4. That no more be required to take 
Living, than a ſolemn Declaration of our dt 
lief of the Truth of the Articles of the Church i 
England; as alſo, an open Declaration that v 
will conform our {elves to the Uſage and Cf 
toms of the Church of England, as it __ 4 
then by Law Eft ablifned. | | 


There are three bo def gned by [ll 
| ' Propofal, The nn Faith of t 

Church from Corruption, The keeping upt 
uniform Order of the Church, and the ſat 
fying Men of tender Conſciences. As it} 
neceſſary that the Faith of the Church ſhoul 
be preſerved free from every Corruption, 
I believe the ſolemn Declaration of our b 


lief of the things mentioned in the forn 
ing * 8 4 6 * : . 5 pa 
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burt of this Article, will effectually ſecure it 


from all Atte mpts of Deceivers to depravę it; 
and yet leave Men to a due Liberty of 
Thought as to ſome ſpeculative Matters, in 
Dick. ſeveral learned and pious Men may be 
of different Opinions. Such a ſolemn Declara- 
tion of our belief of the Truth of the Articles 


of the Church of England, will alſo prevent W 


Prevarication, and detect the Hypocriſie 
thoſe Perſons, who now ſubſcribe 257 indeed 


but not as Articles of Faith, but Articles of | 


Peace. I confeſs, thoſe who can thus pre- 
varicate, have found out a way to evade the 
Force of any Law that can be made; and to 
keep their Livings let what Changes will 
come, even tho? Popery it ſelf ſhould (which 
God prevent) get the aſcendency among us: 
For according to the Sentiments of theſe 
Gentlemen, we may ſubſcribe to any thing 
whatever, how contrary to Truth ſoever it 
may be. It is neceſſary that the Hypocriſie 
of theſe Perſons ſhould be detected, which 
can be by no other way, than by being re- 
quired to profeſs their belief of the things 
they ſubſeribe to: This will quite overturn 


that Diſtinction made uſe of by Men, who 


are reſolved to do any thing but part with 
their Livings. The latter part of this Article 
is deſigned to preſerve the Order of the 
Church , and yet give Eaſe to the tender 


Conſciences of ſome Men; who, tho? they 


may think the uſe of the things required by 
the Book of Common Prayer lawful, yet can- 
1 declare their Aſſent and Conſent to every 
th ing contained in, and preſcribed by that 


84 Jook, 


Book. Tbe things to which we are required, 
by the Act of cer to give er 
and Conſent, may be conſidered, cither as 
nattters of Faith, or as matters of Pradtice, 
If we conſider them as matters of Faith, a ſo- 
Weep 8 of our ee 
to all and every thing contained in, and pre- 
aide by the Book of Cree eher s a 
. that we do believe, that all the 
[tings and Expreſſions, even every Propo- 
ſition and Word, in that Book, are true, and 
agreeable to the Word of God; and that we 
I believe that there is nothing contain'd in 
that Book, either 2s to the Matter expreſt, or 
the manner of Expreſſion, falſe, or diſagree- 
able to the Form of ſound Wards. Thu, 
ſome think, is ſuch an Acknowledgment, as 
ſeems to equal the Authority of; that Book, 
with the Authority of the Bible ; and which 
therefore any Man, which has a due regard to 
the Authority of choſe Divine Writings, would 
be very loath to make of any Book, but the 
Bible. Neither can any Man, I think, ſafely 
give his Aſſent and Conſent to all and ever) 
thing contain d in the Book of Common- Prayer 
in this Sence, who is not intireſy ſatisfied of | 
the Truth of every thing, even of every Ex- 
preſſion contain'd in that Book. If we con- 
ider the things. to which we are. required 
by the Acc of Uniformity to give our Aſſent 
and Conſent, as matters of Practice oniy; 
then the Declaration of our Aſſent and Con. 
ſent to all and every thing contain d in, and 
preſcribd by the Book of Common - Prayer, is 
no more than a. ſolgmn Obligation g Had 
el rec es 
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ſelves to pin with, and conform to the 


. the Church, by uſing the things 
equired to be uſed by her Members in that 
This, and no more, ſeems to be the 


Deſi $07: of the \Aflent and Conſent to all and 


ever A Po in,and:preſcribed by the 
Book of Common-Prayer, required by the Act 
of Uniformity : For that the Declaration there 


mentioned, had a reſpect to the things con- 


tain'd in the Book of Common-Pruyer, as mat- 
ters of Practice, and not as matters of Faith, 
will evidently appear to every one, that con- 


ſders the Diſtinction between Articles of 
Faith, and Matters of Practice, made uſe of 


throughout: that Law; as alſo, that the De. 
| Claration there mentioned, is by that Law 
applied, not to the belief of every Word and 
Propoſition; but to the Uſe of. the things pre- 
ſcribed, in the publick Service of the Church. 


To this the Declaration it ſelf is limited in 
thar Act, as appears by the Paragraph imme 


diately going before the Declaration it ſelf, 
the Words wherebf-are theſe: And to the end, 
that: Umniformity\in the Publick Morſbi Pip of f God 
( 2 hich is ſo much defired) may be ſpeedily effect. 
ed, Be it further enacted by the Authority afore. 
ſaid, That ewery Parſon, Vicar, or Re Mini- 
ſter - whatſoever, 2who now hath and enjoyeth 
any Feeleſtaſtical Beneſice or Promotion within 
this Realm of England, or Places aforeſaid, 
ſhall in the Cbureh, Cbappel, or place of publick 


Warſhip belonging to the ſaid Benefice or Promo- 


tion, upon ſome Lordo 5-day before the Feaſt'of 
Saint Bartholomew, which ſball be in the Yeay 
9 ur Grace God one thouſand fix hundred and 
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fxty two, openly, publickly and ſalemnly read 
the Morning and Evening Prayer, appointed to 
be read by and according to the ſaid Book of 
 Common-Prapyer, at the times thereby appointed; 
and after ſuch reading thereof, ſhall openly and 
publicłly, before the Congregation there aſſem- 
| bled, declare hit unfeigned Afſent and Conſent 
0 the uſe of all things in the ſaid Book contain- 
ed and preſcribed in theſe words, and no other: 
And then follows the Declaration it elf. 
e the Law making mention of 
Lecturers, and requiring them alſo to make 
the ſame Declaration, doth evidently: diſtin- 
guiſh between our Aſſent unto, and Appro- 
bation of the Book of Common-Prayer, as it is 
in general a publick Form of Worſhip, and 
our particular Conſent to uſe all things con- 
tain'd thereby. It is evident therefore, that, 
tho words were made uſe of in that Decla- 
ration, which many did believe to import 
the Truth of every individual Word and 
Rite contained in that Book, and whothere- 
fore for that Reaſon could not make it in 
thoſe words, which were by the Law injoin- 
ed; yet the Deſign of the Law was no more, | 
bur to enforce the Practice of the things con- 
rain'd in that Book. And if the words of the 
Declaration themſelves, in their own Signifi- | 
cancy, had been as much limited to the uſe of 
the Prayers and Rites of the Liturgy, as the 
Law did limit the Declaration, there had not 
ſo many left the Communion of the Church 
on that account, as did. There were then, 
and are ftill, many who would comply with 
the uſe of many things, which they _ 
OS TD Aſſent 
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Aſſent to as à matter of Faith: For a Man 


may promiſe to uſe whatever he helieves to 
be lawful, whereas he cannot Aſſent to any 


thing as an Article of Faith, but what he is 


ſatisfied in his own Mind is "contained either 


directly or by conſequence in the Scriptures, 
which are the compleat Rule of Faith. 1 


could wiſh therefore, that inſtead of the De- 


claration required to be made by that Act, 


that this or the like were required. 


J A. B. do promiſe and ingage in the preſence 


of God and tibi Congreg ation, that I wil com- 

ply with the Uſe of thoſe things contained in, 
and preſcribed by, the Book of Common-Prayer 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, &c. 


By this Declaration the Deſign-and Intent 


& the Act of Uniformicy would be fully an- 
ſwered, and the Conſciences of Men would 
not be enthared. This would preſerve and 


ſecure the Uniformity of the Worſhip of the 


Church, and yet would let into her Com- 


munion thoſe, who would willingly comply 


with the Uſe of many things, which they 


cannot give rheir Aſſent unto as matters of 


Faith; who therefore do now refuſe to make 
that Declaration, becauſe they do believe 


the words thereof do import more than an 


Odligation to uſe the things required by the 


Book of Common- Prayer, and conſequently 


more than they were intended for by the 
Eee of Uniformity. 


Prop. 5. That a certain Number of Divines, 
ho ſhall be impowred to call in ſuch of the 


_ Deſſemeers, to adviſe with, as they ſhall think Je, 


be 
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Abs by Commiſſion to review. the / Book 
of Commyn-Prayer - and, Adminiſtration of the 
| Sacraments ;. and o «make ſuch Alterations 
therein, as may clear the Senſe, where doubtful, 
and en fen to fender Conſciences, 


It muſt: be confeſt, that frequent and un- 


neteſſary Alterations in the publick Forms of 
Worſhip, are neither deſitable nor expedi- 
ent, and tends very much to make Mens 


Minds unſettled and wavering; but yet it 
doth not follow, that all Alterations ate un- 


reaſonable or unlawful. In ſome Caſes it is 
unreaſonable to deny them, for ſometimes 


there is a neceſſity for them. Words fre- 


quently change their Signification, and Men 
their Cuſtoms; many things that have long 
lain in Obſcurity, are at laſt diſcovered. And 
as it is in this reſpect wich other things, ſo al- 


ſo is it with many leſſer Truths: We, who. 


ſtand upon as it were the Shoulders of our 
Forefathers, do ſee farther than they could. 
Theſe things frequently render it neceſſary to 
alter many things in the publick Offices of 
the Church, as often as either words change 
their Signification, or Men their Cuſtoms; 2s 
often, as by the increaſe. of Knowledge, 
thoſe Truths, which have hitherto lain hid 
in Obſcurity, by Men of Learning and Piety 
are better and more clearly underſtood. As 


therefore (they are the wordsof a great Man, 


but a little tranſpoſed) all Men ought on the 
one hand to avoid the Imputation of a Deſul- 
tory Levity, as tho* they loved Changes for 
chat; ge ſake; ſo on the other hand We _ 
 avoi 
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avoid a füllen adhering to things icy 


were onee' ſettled, as if Points of Honour 
were to be maintained here; and that it 
look d like a reproaching 4 Conſtitution, or 
the Wiſdom of a former Age, to alter what 


they did: Since it is certain, that what was 


wilely ordered at one time, may be as wiſely 
changed in another. There have been ſeve- 
ral Alterations made already in the publick 
Service of the Church ſinge the Reformation, 
and why therefore may it not be lawful to 
alter a ſew things now? Is there nothing in 
it fit to be conſidered? Are there no Expreſ- 
ſions. in it doubrfu}; the Sence whereof" it is 
fir ſhould he cleared up? Many things might” | 
be offered but of the Liturgy as worthy of 
Conſideration, "becauſe they are now made. 
the Subjekt of Debate; bur we would not 
preſume to dictate to our Superiours, and | 
therefore refer our ſelyes ta them to conſider 

and determine What is ht: be altered im = bl 
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Prop. 6. That he Co in Babel be ef l 
different as to its Uſe, ſo that it ſhall be left at 
every Miniſter's Liberty to uſe it, or not, ac- 
cording as le all Judge ir es or not, in 
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There are er who look upon the Sig n 
of the Croſs no more than an hondourable 

Badge of their Profeſſion ; whereby Perſons | 

baptized are put in remembrance of Chriſt 

dying upon the Croſs, and of their own Du- 

ty in taking up: Chriſt's Croſs by following 

and obeying him, which Duty they think may 
be 


(94), 

indifferently expreſled either by: Words or 
bein Theſe think it not Elforiial to the 
Ocdinance of Baptiſm; much leſs do they look 
upon it as any Sacramental Sign, or as any 
Similitude or Image forbidden by the Second 
mmandment : If they did believe, that it 
id in the leaſt contradict the Divine Precept, 
they would upon no account uſe it: They at 
moſt look upon it no more than a Rite and 
Ceremony convenient, to be retained in that 
part of Divine Worſhip, wherein Perſons are 
dedicated to the Service of a Crucitied Chriſt, 
to put them in mind, that they ought not to be 
aſhamed of his Croſs. to whoſe Service they 
are devoted. There are others, who have 

Þ uite different Apprehenſions of the Crois; 
heſe look upon it as a Ceremony, that bas 
been very much abuſed by the Church of 
Rome, whoſe profeſſed Doctrine it is to wor- 
ſhip-all Croſſes, by which they are direct Ido- 
laters; and that therefore, tho” the abuſe of 
a thing be no Argument for its diſuſe, if the 
thing be uſeful and neceſſary in its on na- 
ture; it is very convenient, to prevent the 
like abuſe of it by us, wholly to lay it aſide, 
eſpecially the Minds of Men being ſo inclin d 
as they are to Superſtition. They further look 
upon it as an Addition to Baptiſm, and that 
therefore it looks very like a Sacramental Acti- 
on; for which reaſon they judge the uſe of it 
not juſtifiable. - And that which makes them 
the more averſe. to the uſe of it, is this, They 
think that it interferes with the Obligation of 
the Second Commandment; They judge it 
to be, tho not a * yer a tranſeient Image; 
er 
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for that it is a Repreſentation of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which is of the very Eſſence of an I- 
mage. Theſe think that che Uſe, or even the 
making, not only Graven Images, but the 
likeneſs of any thing in Heaven or Earth, and 
the introducing, it into any part of the Divine 
Worſhip, is; contrary to. the Obligations; of 
that Precept; and that therefore the Sign of 
the Croſs being at leaſt the Repreſentation of 
Chriſt Crucified, the Uſe of it in any part of 
Religious Worſhip, 5 peak ene moſt Ayo: 
rably they can of it, doth not appear to them 
to be lawful. To all this, on 9 — 8 
the Church- men make this further Reply, 
That tho' the Papiſts Idolatrouſly, worſhip. 
| Material Croſſes, yet never the Sigu of the 
Croſs; and as to their ſuper ſtitious Utſes of 
this Sign, which were many, they are not 
only declared againſt, but carefully rooted 
out of the Minds of Men. They further ſay, 
That nothing proper to a Sacrament is aſcri- 
bed thereunto; for it is nas pretended to be 
any Sign from God to Man, or that any Pro- 
miſe of Grace is annexed thereunto ; neither 
is it pretended to be a means of receiving 
Grace from God, nor is there any Efficacy 
aſcribed thereunto; much Jeſs is ic by them 
ſuppoſed to be any Seal or Pledge from God, 
to aſſure the Soul of Grace received. They are 
alfo aſſured it can be no Image, becauſe they 
ars aſſured it is no proper Act of Worſhip at 
all, it being a Sign from Man to Man, and 
not from Man to God (as yet many other 
lawful Ceremonies are, ſuch as Kneeling, 
Bowing, lifting up the Hands and Eyes) in. 
Ee, | Which 


that it. ab been groly abuſed by 


ned and bound” beit it: 


br -" pa 
which the Miniffer doth declate cg the Con- 
EE what js hereaftet geen from 


Bzprized Perſon; and that cherefore it is 


ſo much an age, pl Eetters and Writ- 


i Words; much lets is it as thichan Image, 
4s was the Altar erected by elſe Len Tribes 
and*a. half, to witnels' their part in the God 
of Tjraet. I do, ook retend to 01 
who” of chefs, aft ue right. kt is vonſeſt, 
the ke of it is We ancient,” "we have Evi⸗ 
dences that it wasufetl by man of the Pri- 
ny e the res whoſe Piety 


5 7 o pious Chriſtians; 
155 it in uft be git ged alto, that even 


33 5 Men 15 e Super- 


fiiriba'with it. Ix muſt be alſo” beate 
le Fapiſts, 
and a Stone of ſtumbling,. and 7 Rock of oſ⸗ 


ſence to many ſerious Sbriſtiauis ever ſince 
the Reformation,” and MY continues to be fo, 
Many,” who have ffeër Thoughts of it than 
others , iy m7 'ufe it; 77000 thoſe; it is 


certain, cannot ſe Though ts Are ſtrait- 
5 or if believe 
a thing to be unlawful, and yet üſe it, I ſin 


gant Wy own Conſcience, in doing That 1 


m perſwaded in my own' Mind is contrary / 
ne the Law of God. To prevent therefore 
all Diſputes about it, it is propoſed, that it 
be leſt ſree to every Man to uſe, or diſuſe it. | 
And to prevent any Impoſition on any fide, | 
If the Patent defire the Ute of it, and the Mi- 
niſter refuſe it; or if the Parent ſcrup!e the | 

Uſe of it, and che Miniſter thinks it conve- 


niem to 40 i ir; T Har | in caſe of ſuch Diſagree- } 
ment 
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thent between a Miniſter and his Pariſh 


joner 
about this matter, the Parent ſhall apply him- 
ſelf to any neighbouring Miniſter to perform 
that Ordinance for his Child. By this means 
every Man will be left to a freedom of 
Thought within himſelf, and may acquieſce 
3 7 OO 


Prop. 3. That it be left to the Liberty of the 
Parent, whether he will provide any Sureties at 
bi Child's i: Way or ho ; provided, ne ver- 
theleſs, that where there are no Sureties, the Pa- 
rent, or next immediate Relation of the C hild, 
be preſent to give an account of bis Faith, and 
LIE” £7 <$64M 9 ; LL 
40 be informed of bis Duty in relation to the 


Child at the time of its Baptiſm. 


The Uſe of Gadfathers is indeed very an- 
cient: And if we look upon them as Colla- 
teral Securities, which, together with the 
Parent, the Church requires for the bringing 
up. of the Child in che Chriſtian Faith, the 
Inſtitution doth abundantly beſpeak the 
'Church's Care for the Souls of her Members. 
| cannot therefore ſee where the Fault of this 
Infticution lies, but that in Times when, and 
Places eſpecially where the Spirit of Perſecu- 
tion reigns, it is very uſeful; tho bleſſed be 
God, by reaſon of the Peace of our Hrael, 
and the univerſal Profeſſion of Chriſtianicy 
among us, they are not fo abſolutely rieceſla - 
ry.at this day. Whereas therefore, by rea- 
ſon of the Religious Differences which bave 
for a long time reigned among us, many Per- 
ſons, otherwiſe ſerious and pious, have t- 
wo H „ 
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ceived invincible Prejudices againſt them; to 
which ic muſt be acknowledged the groſs A- 
buſe of the Iaſtitution, by the Neglect of 
thoſe who have undertaken that Office, with- 
out ever regarding the Performance of the 
Duties of it, has very much contributed; it is 
therefore propoſed, That for the fake of 
Peace, the Weakneſs of our Brethren in this 
reſpect ſhould. be paſſed by, and that they 
ſhould not be required to provide any Sure- 
ties, if they themſelves will engage to the | 
Church, that their Children ſhall be trained 
up in the Chriſtian Faith. It is alſoto bewiſh- 
ed, that to prevent Prejudices for the ſuture 
againſt them, That all Miniſters were requi- 
red by their reſpective Ordinaries, to admit 
of none for Godfathers or Godmothers, but 
ſuch as are qualified, according to what is 
required in the 29th Canon. | | 


Prop. 8. That no Miniſters be obliged to re. 
fuſe the Lord's Supper to any, of whoſe Fitneſs | 
( both in reſpe& 75 the Knowledge and Practice 
of Religion] for that Ordinance they are ſatisfied, 
only becauſe they ſcruple to receive it Eneeling. 


It is conſeſſed, the Church of England, by | 
the cautionary Rubrick added at the End of | 
the Communion, have given ſuch a fair Ac- 
count of this Poſture, and have ſo fully vin- 
dicated themſelves from any fuſpicions of fa- | 
vouring the Romiſh Idolatry, that no Man 
has any juſt and reaſonable Ground to refulc | 
to receive it in that poſture. But yet ſeeing 
ſome very pious Perſons are prejudiced againſt 
5 | Ir, 


„ __- 
it; as favouring the Superſtition of the Papiſts ; 
and that it is evident from Antiquity that 


Kneeling at the Supper was not then ig uſe; 


as alſo. that the Sitting poſture; it is poſſible, 
if all Things are conſidered, may agree very 
well with the nature of the Inſtitution, it is 
but reaſonable our weak Brethren- ſhould be 
born with in this matter; and that Miniſters 


may be left to ſuch a freedom, that they may 


not be obliged to refuſe any that Ordinance; 


barely upon the account of the poſture uſed. - 
in receiving it. And now I am ſpeaking of 


this Head, I wiſh it might be conſidered, 
whether the Reaſon made uſe of by Biſhop 


Ridley in his Viſitation An. Dom. 15 50. for the 


Lord's Board being made every where with- 
in his Dioceſe after the faſhion of a Table, 
and not of an Altar, may not be as cogent 
now as it was then; and whether or no ſome 


uniform Order throughout the Kingdom, as 


to this matter; may not hinder and prevent 
many Differences, which ate now apt to a- 
riſe upon this account between Miniſters and 
their Pariſhioners, whereby the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel is very much hindred and obſtructed. 


Prop. 9% That the Surplice be either taken 5 
way, or at leaſt the Uſe of it left indifferent. 

Tho Charity ſhou!d oblige all Men to be- 
leve, that the firſt Deſign of enjoining that 
Garment to be worn by thoſe who are in Or- 


ders, at the time of their officiating, was in- 


nocent; and that no more was intended 
thereby, but to put Miniſters in mind of that 
=o Hz pinky 


putity of Heart with which they ought at all 
times to draw nigh unto God, but more eſpe- 
cially in his own Houſe ; yet becauſe it is a 
Garment, the ſingularity of which gives great 
Offetice to many terious and pious Chriſtians, 
who do not only think it decent, but neceſſary, 
that thoſe who are ſeparated from the World 
to the Service of God, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
from others by a grave Habit, agreeable to 
their Function; it were to be wiſhed, that 
the Uſe of it were either aboliſhed; or left in- 
different. Theſe think it lawful for the Ma- 
giftrare to enjoin Hat Habit he ſees conve- 
nient for their conflant Wear; but yet they 
cannot think it neceffary, lawful;-or conve- 
nient, for any to appeint any ſpecial and di- 
fin& Habit to be worn by Miniſters at the 
time of their officiating in Holy Things only, 
and not at other times alſo. Neither can they WM 
fee any Reaſon, why that, or any other 
Garment, ſhould be appropriated to one part 


ol the Service, and not another: They think 


that this looks like making of holy Garments, | 
and as tho' the Garments did recommend the 
Worſhip unto God; which they cannot but 
look upon as an Error, injurtous to the Ho- 
nour of Almighty God, as tho? He regarded 
the Veſtments in which he was worſhipped, 
more than the Worſnip it ſelf; and pernici- | 
ous to the Souls of Men, as tending to encou- 
rage them to truſt more to the Prieſt's Gar- 
ments for Acceptance, than to the Interceſ 
fion of Chriſt; or the preparation of their 
_ own Hearts. It is not my Buſimeſs to engage 
in this Quarrel, by determining —_— i 
| | | they 


(101 ) 
4. are in the right or no: „* ing they 
are in the wrong, which perchance they may 


be; yet the Matter is of fo ſmall mo- = 
ment in the Church's account, and fo offen- g 1 
five to many ſerious Chriſtians, it is unreaſo- I 
nable to make it a matter of Contention an ii 
longer, To prevent which, it is propo 
that th. eof be either wholly ald a. # 
fide, or at feaſt we A in all _— a A 
a n | { 5 1 
| 1 
Pop 10. e it 10 4 3 inber her | 
45 Ordination to the Ofſice and Work of the Mi- 9 
„ by Presbyters only, without the Concur- El. 


rerice of che. Biſhop} be not valid; and, on the 1 
3 Hand, certain, that it is not Beg, ar, a 
cording to the prefers. Diſcipline of the Church of 
England: To avi all Contention therefore a- 

bout this mat ter, and i bat tbe.,Ghurch. of Eng- 
land may evidence her Zeal for Union, and 
the Feneration ſhe bas for the Refa# med Churches 
abroad, whoſe Minifters are erdained by Preſ- 
hyters only, and yet maintain her. own Authority 
and Order in the- — of Her aun 
ſeipline, - Medium is propoſed; Tat Wert 
ar, in the Ordination o Fade in the Chureh 
, England, Thoſe 10 * ordained are not only ly 
HFrayer and Impoſition of the Biſhops and Prieſt s 
Maud, 22 conſecrated unto, and inveſted 
- With the Order of Prieſt hood, in t hoſe Words, 
+ Receive the Holy Ghoſt, Cc. but are alſo by 
the delivery of s Bible unto they. particular) 
an hurix d to br cute that Office in that particu- 
lar Cong negatious to dubich they, are lauf] 
| Henan mn, thoje Words, Take'thou Autho- 
1 H * rity 
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= rity to preach the Word, & By which 
1 latter Action and Words the Perſon ordained is 
=== not inveſted with the Office of a Presbyter, which 
I! wa done by the former Rite and Words, but is 
only authorized legally to do the Work of bis Of- 
fice in that Pariſh, where the Providence of God 
dot h place him: It ee That all ſuch 
Perſons, who' hawe been ordained by Faſting and 
Prayer, with the Impoſttion of the Hands of Preſ- 3 
byters only, and who have Teſtimonials of ſuch 
heir 5 as alſo of their pious and peace- 
able Lives and Converſations, ſhall nut be obliged 
in the former manner, and by the former words, | 
to ſubmit to 4 Re-ordination to the Office and ; 
Work of 'the Mimſtry in general; but ſhall bs, { 
by the laying onof the Hands of the Bifhop on- | 
ly, in the latter manner and words, only aut ho- 
rixed to exerciſe their Miniftry in that Place and ; 
Church to which they are called; and that by ( 
ver tue of this their legal Admiſſion to the Work . 
e the Miniſtry in this manner, they ſhall be as C 
fully inabled to accept of and poſſeſs any Eccleſi- [ 
aſtical Benefice and Promotion in the Church, ei- C 
ther with, or without the Cure of Souls, as tho! v 
they bad been ordained in the uſuul way and man- & 
ner. It is alſo further propos d, that (whereas bs 
Ordination by the Biſbop and bis Presbyters, is | « 
ir 
E. 
V 
F 
1 
th 
2 


«tbe Regular way of Admiſſion to the Office of the 
Miniſtry in the Church of England) to pre- 
er ve ber Order and Diſcipline intire and invio- | 
able, tbo this Indulgence/be (for the promoting 
an Union among Proteſtants) granted to thoſe «| 
ready ordained: by Presbyters only; yet it ſhall 
extend no further, that - ſo ber Order may 


be preſerved” for the future; and Diſorder , 
NE . b 5 ** 1 „ WEI pe + 3 1 ana 
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vented, 


Thie Propoſal, as it is of the greateſt 


Length, fo alſo is it of the greateſt Import 


and Concern. The matter of Ordination 


being the greateſt Difficulty to be ſurmoun- 


ted in effecting an Union betwixt all reaſona- 


and peaceable Proteſtants: This is that which 
thoſe of both ſides are moſt zealous abour. 
The Church-men plead, That the Ordinati- 
on of the Diſſenters is done in a Schiſm, and 
without any lawful Authority, in oppoſition 


to the eſtabliſhed Order of the National 


Church; and that it is done without the 


Conſent and Concurrence of the Biſhop, who 
in the Engliſh Church has the chiefJuriſdi- 
ction in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, without whoſe 


Concurrence therefore Ordination, which is 


an Act of Juriſdiction, cannot be done: That 
therefore the Ordination received from the 


hands of the Diſſenters, as null in it ſelf, and 
contrary to the eftabliſhed Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church of England, ought 
to be reiterated and renewed. - The Ditlen- 
ters, on the other hand, plead, That ſuppo- 
ſing they were ordained in a Schiſm, that 
yet their Ordination is valid and good, be- 
ing done by the Presbytery, or thoſe who 


execute the Office of Presbyters, in that way 


which is required by the Scriptures, viz. by 


Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands. 
That therefore there is the ſame reaſon for 


the re-baptizing of thoſe who are not bapti- 
zed by thoſe of the Church of England, 
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which yet they do not allow of, as 1 0 


for re- ordaining thoſe who are not ordaine 


by the Church- men. They argue farther, 


That many of the Reſormed Churches a- 
broad ordain their Miniſters by the ſame 
Church Officers, as the Diſſenters do in Eng. 
land; and that thereſore if our Ordination 


here in England be null, theirs alſo muſt be 
null; ard by conſeguence they can have no 


Ordinances, and are: no Churches, as having 


no Miniſters, who are an integral part of the 


viſible Church. That therefore tho; (if the 
Conſequence of the Action reached no far- 
ther than themſelves) they might for Peace · 
ſake ſubmit to be re. ordained; yet they can 
never be induced to do that, which is in ef- 
ſect to un- church ſo great à part of the Re- 


formation, and which muſt of neceſſity put a 
Weapon into the bands of the Papiſts againit I 
them; for which Reaſons, tho they, would 


do what lies in them for the Promoting the 


Peace and Welfare of our. Engliſh Israel, they 
cannot ſubmit to be re- ordained. Theſe are 


the Arguings of either Side. And aſter all 


that can be ſaid, it muſt be confelled to be a 


nice point, and that on either Side there are 
Difficulties nat to be ſurmounted, but by 
Men of an exrcenfive Charity, It muſt be 


confeſſed, That there is great ſtrength in the 
Arguments on either ſide. The Arguments 
of the Diſſenters are ſuch, that it will be a 
difficult matter for any to condemn. their 
Miniſtry as a Nullity, without condemning 


the Miniſtry of many parts of the Reforma- 


tion beyond the Seas a as A a Nullity alſo. There 


is, 


9 * W 
* . 8 * N * 9 . . v 
7 N . 
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s, ON: FOR ms; ſo much Force and 
Strength in the Arguments made uſe of by: the 


Church-men, as do manifeſt and ſnhew, that if 


the Miniſtry of the Diſſenters is not a Nullity in 
it ſelf, that het their Admiſſinn to it was irre- 


gular, as contrary. to the Order and Diſei- 5 


pline of the Church of Exgland. The only 


way therefore, i this Niffetefice be ever com- 


poſed, of doing it, will be hy pitching upon 
ſuch a Medium, Whereby a due Veneration ſor 


the Miniſtry of the Reformed Churches abroad 
may be manifeſteth, atid a; ſtrict regard may 


be had to the Honour and Order of the Eng. 
% Church; whereby the Objochions of either 


Party may be anſwered, and the Scruples of rea- 


ſcnable Men fatisfied. This (with the greateſt 


Submiſſion to thoſe who ſhall think otherwiſe) 1 
believe the Mediumoffer'd in this Propoſal would 
do: For by this Medium there is abundant Care 


ters; and, on the other Hand, to maintain nw 
Authority and Order of the Church of 
land; and on both Hands, to manifeſt the re- 


Churches abroad; whether their Miniſters are 
| ordained: by Biſhops or Presbyters. There is 

ſuch a Mixture of Submiſſion to the Church on 
the Diſſenters part, and of Clemency and Con- 
deſcenſion on the Churches part; that I can 
ſee no reaſon, why any on either fide ſhould 


ſtand out any longer upon this account. By 
this Medium, Gare: is taken to preſerve the 


Authority amd Order of the Church inviolable, 


and hes: from Contempt; and yet room left 


lr a * and compleat freedom of Thought 


as 


taken, on the one Hand, to ſutisſie the Difſen- 


ſpect, we in England have for all the Reformed: 


(106) 
as to every Man's private Sentiments of this 
Matter. I ſhall only add this ſurther, That if 
any ſhall think that a Schiſm doth nullify 
Orders, and that therefore the Orders of the 
Diſſenters muſt neceſſarily be a Nullity, and 
their Miniſters for that Reaſon no more than 
Lay. Perſons ; To theſe I ſhall propoſe the Cha- 
rity of the Romiſh Church (whoſe Charity we 
all know is not very great) for an Example; 
She has always, in her cool Thoughts, judged 


_ otherwiſe than theſe Gentlemen dò: For it is 


the Judgment of chat Church, That Schiſm is 
no Bar to the Validity of any Perſon's Orders; 
and therefore in the Days of Queen Mar), 
they did not Re- ordain thoſe, who had been 
ordained before in the Days of her Father and 


Brother, tho thoſe Days were eſteemed by 


that Church a Time of Schiſm; but did only 
ſupply what was wanting in their Ordination, by 
the Addition of thoſe Romiſh Rites, which were 


omitted by the Reformers. And to this Day 


they do not ordain thoſe again, who are or- 
dained in the Greek Communion , tho they 
judge them to be as much Schiſmaticks as the 


| Proteſtants are. And therefore I would hope, | 
that the Church of England has as much Cha- 
rity for the Engliſh Diſſenters, as the Romiſh 


Church has for thoſe who diſſent from her. 


But if theſe ſhould think, that the Reaſon why Y 
the Papiſts did not reject Ordination, tho done J, 


in a Schiſm, was becauſe they looked upon it as 


a Sacrament; they would do well to conſider, 
that we have abundantly more Ancient Teſti- 
monies of the Churches Practice in this reſpect. 
A Learned Divine of the Engliſh dne K 


(6107) 


tho' not of the firſt Rank, yet is numbred a- 


mong her Dignitaries] aſſures us, that the An- 
tient Church made a great difference between 
thoſe ordained by Hereticks, and thoſe ordain- 
ed by Schiſmaticks only. Of which he gives us 
this memorable Inſtance, That Afelitius an E- 
7yprian Biſhop having Schiſmatically ordained 
ſeveral Perſons; the Synod then convened at 


Nice determined, that in regard Melitizs was 
no Heretick, bur only a Schiſmatick, the Or- 


ders of thoſe ordained by him ſhould not be 
declared Null; but that being confirmed by 
Alexander their proper Metropolitan, they 
ſhowld be admitted ro Communion, and the 
Exerciſe of their ſeveral Miniſtries. This was 
long before that Conceit, of Orders being a 
Sacrament, was thought own. 


lirely put into the Hands of the Clergy, that no Lay- 
man be permitted to exerciſe any Eecleſiaſtical Fu- 
riadict ion, by Cenſures, Suſpenſions,or Excommunicati- 
ms; but that in all thoſe Inſtances,wherein the Church 
„permitted to exerciſe her Power by the Laws, it be 
performed and executed by Spiritual Perſons. It 1 
Wiurther propoſed, that there be none ſuffered to com- 
mute by buying off the Penalty, in ſuch Caſes and 


| 
; 
Prop. 11. That the Power of the Keys be ſo in- 
J 
Y 


T- YCrimes where'Publick Penance ought to be done; be- 
ly Yeoſe ſuch Commint ations are prejudicial, and a very 
pu great Diſcouragement to a Reformation of Manners. 


Nereat Eye-ſore inthe Eyes of many high Church- 
men, that ſo great a part of the Power of the 
5 Pfeys is lodged in the Hands of the Ecclefiaſtical 

| i TS Oe ee a 


It has, and doth ſtill continue to be a very 
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Courts, which moſtly conſiſt of Lay-men. This 
they cannot but look upon as a very. great Bur. 
then: For tho they judge, that the Civil State 
may determine in what Cafes the Church ſnall - 
exert her Power; yet they judge that the Pow. 
er ſhe is allowed togxert, ought to be exercis's| 
by Spiritual Perſons, ro whom chat Power ſeems 


| wax Pro 
to be in a ſpecial, manner committed in the G. pgy 
pel. They therefote wiſh that Excommuricati- ; 


on, which is the moſt ſolemn Act of Diſcipline 
in the Church, might never be denounced a 

inſt any, but ſor very urgent Reaſons, viz, 
For the obſtinate denyal of ſome important Ar 
ticle of the Chriſtian Religion, or the wilful per 
ſiſting in any notoriouſly. ſcandalous: Practice 
after due Exhortation to the contrary; And af 
they wiſh it might never be pronounced but fc 
very urgent Reaſons, ſo alſo that it might b 
the laſt Remedy the Church makes uſe of; an 
that whemever it is uſed, that it be done in 


very ſolemn manner, and attended with Praye Dea 
and Faſting for the Offender's reclaiming. Au Mz 
if theſe things were abſerved, I doubt not, bul the . 
that the Spiritual Weapons of the Church fe 
which are now deſpiſed by the Prophane, l 
Which their too common uſe has not a little co 
- tributed, would again grow terrible to Offeſf 1 
ders. Tbe latter part of this Propoſal is ab!Y pres 
lutely neceſſary, to prevent the ſenfible grow whi 
of open Wicked ness. Yigio 


Prop. 1a. Ir i propoſed, That in Gaſes of ScMf Lig 
dal and Ingpicty committed by Miniffers, the Biſoſſ bim. 
with the Clergy of the Deanry, where-the Offenſſ ed tl 

charged upon the arouſed Perſon to , fluer 


7 


ſhall try and determine all ſuch Accuſations ; 


in bis Diocefs,-the Biſhop ſhall appoint 9 more 
fober and grave Clergymen in every Deanty, 
whoſe Office it ſhall be #0: receive all Informations 
ow Preſentments, which ſpall by any within the 
Deanry be made againſt their Miniſters; and if the 
Matter be againſt any of the Canons, 10 bind over. 
le Accuſers to male good, aud the Accnſed to an- 
er the Charge alledged againſt bim, to the Biſhop 
& bis Annual Viſwation, oO on 


This whole Propoſition is deſigned for the 
preventing Immoralicy in the Clergy , than 
wi which there is nothing more prejudicial to Re- 
Ilgion. Examples are of more force than Pre- 
J cepts. And tho a Man talk like an Angel of 
Light in the Pulpit; yer if 'out of it he behaves 
2 bimſelf like a Fiend of Hell, it cannot be expect · 
1 ed that his Preaching ſnould have any great In- 
A fluence upon the Lives of his Hearers, It _— 
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be owned, tliat there are very mahy excellent 
Men and Miniſters, who are the Ornaments of - 
our Church; but yet there are many alſo, who 7 
by Drunkenneſs, and other enormous Crimes, 1 
are the ſhame of their Function. The Impuni- JF 7 
ty of theſe is both a Diſparagement, and a De- 
triment to the Church. It is therefore neceffa- 
ry, that ſuch care ſhould be raken to puniſh the | 
Immoralities which abound among the Clergy, ü 
that may make them watchful over their own a 
Lives. I doubt not but the R. R. Biſhops would, W © 
if they knew who they were, ſeverely puniſh MW p 
them; but the Largeneſs of their Dioceſes ren- fe 
ders it impoſſible for them to have a perſonal WM 
knowledge of their Clergies Behaviour: And 
therefore it is neceſſary, that ſume Means ſhould | 
be afforded them, whereby they may receive | 
ſome Aſſiſtance in the Government of the 
Churches committed to their Care in this reſpect: 
It is true, this Matter is now intruſted with the 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts; but their Intereſt lies ſo 
much to connive at theſe thiags, that it is found 
by Experience to be to no purpoſe to complain 
of any thing in that Court ; for -a little Money 
will ſtifle the matter, tho? it be never fo hainous 
and wicked. Ir is therefore but reaſonable, 
that for the more effectual puniſhment of Vice 
in the Clergy, ſome may be in all parts of the 
Dioceſs appointed by the Biſhop to be his Aſſi- f 
ſtants in inſpecting the Manners of the Clergy ; | lie 
who by their pious and Exemplary Lives may We 
ſer a good Example to the Neighbouring, Clergy, I eri 
and who by their Preſence and Authority may on 
overaw the Vitious. 9 e , the 
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| Prop. 13. 


. 1 
= Pr OP. 13. I. 15 pr opoſed, That thoſe, ho ha ue 5 
at preſent Meetings, and | ſhall | comply with the | | 
Terms propoſed, ſhalt be ſuffered to continue in the I 


Pariſhes where they are, to preach as Lecturers, at 4 
the charge of their Hearers, until ſuch time as they 

| may be other wiſe provided for. J 
This is not deſigned to be any Prejudice to 
the Parochial Rights of any Incumbent, where C 


at preſent there is a Meeting of Diſſenters; but 


only to provide for the Support of thoſe, whoſe 1 
peaceable Diſpoſitions ſhall incline them to Con- I 
form, until they ſhall be provided for by ſome | 
fertied Cure in the Church. i 


Prop. 14. 1t is Laſtly propoſed, That thoſe, 
who cannot out of Conſcience 9 75 with the Terms 
propoſed, but yet do profeſs the belief of the Cbriſti- 
an Faith contained in the Doctrinal Articles of the 
Church of England, ſhould enjoy the Benefit of the 
preſent AF of Toleration, with this Proviſo, That 
their Preachers follow no other Enploy, but their 
Preaching or Teaching. It is further propoſed, 
That none be any more tolerated, who are either 
Papiſts, or dem the Doctrinal Articles of the Church 
F England. Ow Wa D 


The Deſign of this Propoſal, is to find out 
ſuch an Expedient, that the Church may not 
lie under the Imputation of perſecuting lier 
weak Brethren, and yet may preſerve her Do- 

IF ftrine and Diſcipline free frag groſs Corrupti- 
ons. It is impoſſible, thacallthoſe who profeſs 
the Chriſtian Faith, ſhould be in all things of 
J the ſame Mind; we may as ſoon expect, that 
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all Men ſoul have the ſame N erndmy and 
Countenance, as this; and therefore, tho it be 
neceſſary, that notorious Depravers of our Faith, 
and ſuch who cauſe wilful and unneceſſary Di. 
viſions in the Church, ſhould be cenſured ac. 
cording to the Nature of their Crimes; yet it is 
alſo neceſſary, that thoſe who are weak in the 
Faith, and differ from us in no ſubſtantial Point 
of Religion, but only in ſome lefler Matters, 
ſhould be born and dealt with acrording to that 
Tenderneſs, which our Redeemer himſelf has 
"manifeſted towards the Souls of Mev: Tbe Re: | 
ſtricrions added to theſe Propoſals, are deſigned | 
to prevent the growth of Anaba ptiftry and Qua: | 
keriſm; the one whereof, by putting up every | 
TradeFman, who is ſo conceited of himſelf, as | 
to believe himſelf able to be a Preacher, into | 
rhe Pulpit, is endeavouring to ſupplant and un- 
dermine the very Order of the, Migiſtry : The 
other, by diſſembling with God and Man, is en- 
deavouring to deprave the * once delivered 
to the Saints. e | 


Thus have 1 faichifully onopci What Ihink| 
is both neceſſary, and will very much contribute 
to the healing of our Breaches: And, 7 pray G 
incline the Hearts of thoſe, an whoſe e it 15] 
#0 compoſe our Differences, to do * ; which! 
* mo A Peace. 0 pv anc | 
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GrYyLEs, next Door to the King's- 
| Head Tavern in Holborn, where any 
Perſon may haue ready Money for 
any Parcel or Study of Books, © 


TUSTIN's Hiſtory of the World, from the 
Ariana Monarchy, down to the Time of Au- 
guſtus Ceſar : Being an Abridgment of Trogus 
ine Philippic Hiſtory, with Critical Re- 
marks upon Juſtin. Made Engliſh by Mr. T. Brown, 
the 2d Edition carefully Revis'd, with many curi- 
ous Emendations, both as to the Hiſtory and Chra.. 


_ nology of Juſtin ; according to the beſt Oxford Edi- 


tion, Beſides ſeveral other material Annotations, 
from the various Readings of the MSS, And a 


_ pew Tranſlation of Bongarſius's Contents of the 


Philippic Hiſtory of Trogus Pompeius. By o. Dykes, 
late of Queens College, Oxon, Price 3s, 
Miſcellanea Aulica : Or, a Collection of State 


Treatiſes, never before publiſhed, containing Let- 


ters by King Charles and King Fames in their 


Exile, Lord Arlington, Sir Bernard Gaſcoign, Duke 


of Ormond and Buckingham, Abrabam Cowley, A 
Deſcription of Germany, &c. Price 5 f 
A Moral Eſſay upon E riendſhip, written in Ita. 
lian, by Cardinal Boxa, Author of the Guide to 
Eternity, and Tranſlated into Engliſh from the 
Thirteenth Edition. Price 1 5. | | 
The Parliament of Criticks ; The Menippæan 
Satyr of Juſtus Lipſius in a Dream; Paraphraſed : 
— Criticks of the Age. Price 13. 
The Univerſal Monitor: Or, a General Dictio- 
nary, of Moral and Divine Precepts, to which is 
added ; a Table of Duties commanded, and Sins 
forbidden, both in the Old and New Teſtament. 
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BOOKS Sold by Fletcher Gyles. . ai 
all Perſwafions, as it is uſeful for publick Schocs, Wy 
and private Families. Price 2s. - FM 
IT be Hiſtory anſt Fate of Sacrilege, diſcoyer'd 
by Examples of Scripture, of Heathens, and of 
Chriſtians, from the Beginning of the World con- 
tinually to this Day. By Sir Henry om Kt. 
Wrote in the Year 1632. A Treatiſe omitted in 
. the late Edition of his Poſthumous Works, and 
f now publiſhed for the Terror of Evil Doers. To 
= - which is added, an Hiſtorical Account of the Be- 
l | ginners of a Monaſtick Life in Afia, Africa, and 
=_  _ Europe, By Sir Roger Twiſden, Kt. and Baronet, 
| 8 A VVbVUU ab, 28 0 
| Catalogus Univerſalis Librorum, in omni Factttate, 
Linguaque Graca præſertim, inſig nium & rariſſims- 
rum, non ſolum ex Catalogis Bibliotbecarum Bodleia- 
na, Lugdunc-Batave, Ultrajetine, Bar barinæ, 
: , Cordeſiane, Telleriane, Slufiane, O Hein- 
| ſhane, ſed etiam ex omnibus fere aliis Prælo impreſ- 
| ffs, magno labore & ſumptu, in uſum Stadioſorum 
collectus. Cum Indice Authorum Alphabetico. 2 Vol. 
Price 12. F 
Herodian's Hiſtory of the Reman Emperors, con- 
taining many ſtrange and wonderful Reyolutions 
of State in Europe, Afia, and Africa, Alſo their 
moſt remarkable Embaſhes, Speeches, Antiqui- 
ties, c. Together with the moſt ſolemn Cere- 
monies uſed at the Deification of the Roman Em- 
rors, with a Character of the ancient Br:tains. i 
Boe from the Greek by a Gentleman at Oxforl. 
The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, brief 
explain d; together with the Scriptures on whic 
they are grounded: By Archbiſhop Uſher : Now 
fully corrected and much enlarged, Alſo a Sum- 
mary of the ſame, by the incomparable Judge |} 
#ale : To which is added, the Catechiſm, and 
Thirty Nine Articles of the Church of England, 
containing the true Doctrine thereof. Very ne- 
tceſſary and profitable for all Perſons, and proper 
to be given away by ſuch who are charitably en- 
clin'd. The Fourth Edition. Price 3 d. per Book, 
and 20s, per Hundred, 
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